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NEW-HeAVEN'S 
Settling in 


New-England. 


And ſome Lawes for Government, &c. 


WASSADT hath pleaſed the onely wiſe, and All-ſufficient 
C4 8SS God, who Ruleth all the world, determines 
times, and ſets the bounds of all mens habita- 

WQ tions, but is the Rich, and pretious portion of 

them that fear and truſt in him, at ſundry 

times, and upon weighty occaſions, to bring ſeverall Com- 
panies of his people, over the great Deeps, into this part of 
America, called New-Exgland, a place far remote from 
their dear Native Countrey, and hath here planted, prote- 
Qed, and graciuuſly provided for them. 0 W-iq 
The firlt Adventurers ( before they had conveniency for - 
travell, and opportunity to conſider, and compare one place 
with another ) fate downe at Plymoxth, and have had much 
experience of Gods goodnefle and compaſſion ina Wilder- 
neſle, now betwixt thirty, and forty years. | 
In ſome years atter, the Lord bringing over more of his 
people, they planted in, and about the Maſſachsſets Bay, 
and grew a large Colony,and after them the Evgliſh in Cox- 
wetticut, ard New-Hawven, for the conveniency of the Sea, 
and Rivers, planted more Weſterly. And for a while con- 
tinyed, though united in Nation, Religion, and affection, 
yet otherwiſe ſeverall and diftin& Jurifdiftions, free from : 
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any expreſſe Ingagement one to arother, In this time the 
Enemy ſlept nor, but was at work, to diſturb the peace of 
the Engliſh, both in ſowing Tares within, among them. 
ſelves, and ſtirring up the [xdians from abroad againſt them; 
buc he that ts wonderfull in Counſell, and excellent in work- 
ing, overpowred Satan, and his Inftraments, and gave good 
tſlues to his people, in thoſe their uncomforcable exerciſes. 

A while after, upon the motion 5f the Maſſachuſetts Colo- 
ny, a Treaty was begun, and in proceſle of time comforta- 
bly finiſhed ; ſolemne Covenants were agreed, and conclu- 
ded betwixt the ſaid Juriſdictions, in the following words. 


ARTICLES 
0 F 


- Confederation betwixt the Plantarions un- 


derthe Government of the cMaſſachuſets, the 
!anrations under the Government of Plz... 
mouth, the Plantations under the Government 


of Conneftecut, and the Government of 
New Haven, with the Plantarious in 
Comb:nation therewirh, 


WRT all came into theſe parts of 4merica, 


with one and the ſame end and ayme, namely, 
eo advance the Kingdome of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and to 
enjoy the liberties of the Goſpel, in purity with peace, and 
whereas in our ſettling ( by a'wiſe providence of God ) we 
are further diſperſed upon the Sea-Coafts, and Rivers, then 
was at firſt intended, ſo that we cannot ( according to our 
defire ) with convenience communicate in ore Govern- 
ment, and Juriſdition , and whereas we live encompaſſed 
with people of ſeverall Nations, and ſtrange languages, 
which hereafter may prove injurious to us, and our poſteri- 
y : And foraſmuch as the Natives have formerly commit- 
ted ſundry inſolencies and outrages upon ſeverall Plantati- 
4 ONS. 
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ons of the Engliſh, and have of late combined themſelves 
againſt us. And ſeeing by reaſon of the ſad diſtrations in 
England, which they have heard of, and by which they 
know we are hindred both from that humble way of ſeek- 
ing advice, and reaping thoſe comforcable fruits of prote- 
Rion which, at other times, we might v ell expet; we 
therefore doe conceive it our bounden duty, without delay, 
to erter into a preſent Conſotiation amongſt our felves, 
for mutuall help and ſtrengch in all our future concernments, 
thr, as in Nation, and Religion, fo, in other reſpes, we 
be, and continue, One, according to the tenour and true 
meaning of rhe enſuing Articles. 

Wherefore it 1s fully Agreed and Concluded by an be- 
tween the parties, or Juriſd.&tions above named, and they 
doe joyntly and ſeverally by theſe preſents agree and con- 
clude, That they all be,and henceforth be called by the name 
of, The United Colonies of New- England. | 

"The ſaid Urited Colonies for themlelves, and their poſte- 
rities doe jo\ynfly and feverally hereby enter into a firm and 
perpetuall league of friendfhip and amity, for offence and 


 Cefence, rhutuall advice ard feccour, pon all juſt occaſions, 


both for preſerving and propagating the truth, and liberties 
of the Goſpel, and for their own mutuall ſafety, and well- 
my. 


It is further agreed, That the Plantations which at pre- 


' fent are, or hereafter ſhall be ſettled within the limits of the 


Maſſachuſets, ſhall be for ever under the Government of 
' the Mafſachnſers, And ſhall have peculiar Juriſdi&ion 
amongſt themſelves, as an tntire body, and that P/imonth, 
Connecticut, and New- Haven, ſhall each ofthem, in all re- 


 tyedts, have the like peculiar Juriſdiction, and Government 


within their limits And in reference to the Plantations 
which already are ſetled, or ſhall hereafter be ercRed and 


' ſhall ſettle within any of their limits reſpeRively, provided 


that no other Juriſdiction ſhall hereafter be taken in, as a 


3 


 Ciſtint- head, or Member of this Confederation, nor ſhall 
- any other either Plantation, or Juriſdiction in preſent being, 


' and notalready in.combination, or underithe JuriſdiRtion of 


any 


1. 


IIL 


I'V. 
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-any of theſe Confederates, be received by any ofthem, nor 
ſhall any two oftheſe Confederates, joyne in one Juriſdi- 
Rion, without conſent of the reſt, which conſent to be In- 
terpreted, as in the ſixt enſuing Article is expreſſed. _ 

It is alſo by theſe Confederates agreed, Thar the charge 


of all juſt Wars, whether offenſive, or defenſive, upon what 


part or Member ofthis Confederation ſoever they tall, ſhall 


\ bath in men, proviſions, and all other disburſements, be 


born by all the parts of this Confederation, in different pro- 
portions, according to their different abilities, in manner 
following, namely, That the Commillioners for each Juriſ- 
dition, from time to tire, as there ſhall be occaſion, bring 
a true account and number of all the Males in each Plantati- 
on, or any way belonging to, or under their ſeverall Juriſdi- 
Rions, of what quality, or condition ſoever they be, from 
ſixteen years old, to threeſcore, being inhabitants there. 
And that according to the different numbers, which from 
time to time ſhall be found in each JuriſdiQtion, upon a true, 
and juſt account, the ſervice of men, and all charges ofthe 
war, be born by the poll : Each Juriſdi&ion, or Plantation, 
being left to their own juſt courie, and cuftome, of rating 
themſelves, and people, according to their different eſtates, 
with due reſpe& to their qualities and exemptions among 
themſelves, though the Confederation take no notice of any 


ſuch priviledge. And that, according to the different charge 


of each Juriſdiction, and Plantation, the whole advantage 
of the War (ifit pleaſe God ſo to bleſle their endeavours ) 


whether it be in Lands, Goods,or perſons, ſhall be propor- 
_ tionably divided amons the ſaid Confederates, 


It is further agreed, That if any of theſe JuriſdiQions, or 


any Plantation under, or in Combination with them, be in- 


vaded by any enemy whomſoever, upon notice, and requeſt 
of any three Magiſtrates of that Juriſdiction ſo invaded, The 
reſt of the Confederates, without any further meeting or ex- 
poſtulation, ſhall forthwith ſend ayde to the Confederate in 


danger, but in different proportion, namely the £Maſſachs- 
ſets one huudred men ſufficiently armed, and provided for 


ſuch 


4.2.5 $ 5] 
ſach a ſervice, . and journey.. And each ofthe reſt five and. 


forty men, ſq-armed and provided, or any lefſe number, if 
eſſe be required, according to this praportion. But if ſuck | 
a Confederate may be ſupplyed by their next Confederate, 
not excceding the number hereby-agreed; they may! crave 
helprhere, and feek no further for theipreſent; The-chargie 
is to be born, as in this Article is expreſſed. And. at their re- 
| turn to be victualled, and ſupplied with powder and ſhot (if 
/ there be need ) ;for thetr journey by thar Juriſdition- which 
; inployed, or ſerit for them. Bur none of the JuriſdiQions to 
oa _—_ theſe numbers, till:by a meeting of. the Commiſſho- 
- ners for this Confederation, a greater ayde appear neceflary. 
Z And this proportjon. to continue, till upon knowledge of 
' - the numbersin each Juriſdiction, which ſhall be brought to 


ol the next meeting, ſome other proportion be ordered. But 
[> inany ſuch caſe of ſending men for 'preſentayde,” whether 
'F before or after ſuch order oralteration, itagreed; That at 


T the meeting of the Commiſſioners for this Confederation, 
'' - the cauſe of ſuch war or invaſion, be dulyZonfidered, and 
if it appear, that the fault lay! inthe party:ſoupvaded, that 
then, that Juriſdi@ion, or Plamation, makeJult ſativfaſtian, 
54 both to the invaders, whom. they have irijuried, and bear 
all the charges of the war themſelves, without requiring any 
allowance from the reſt of the Confederates*toward the 
ſame. PESTS NE SLY 3 ty 
And further, if any JuriſdiRtion ſee any danger of .anins 
vaſion approaching, and there be time for a meeting, Thar 
| 'n fuchcaſe, three Magiſtrates of char Juriſdition'may finm- 
mona meeting, at ſuch convenient place, as themſelves ſhall 

think meet, to conſider, and provide againft the:threatnied 
danger. Provided, when they are met, theymay remove to 
what place they pleaſe, onely while any-of 'thele four Cor- 
federates, have but three Magiſtrates in their Juriſdition” 'a 
requeſt or ſummons,” froth any two ofthem, ſhall-beac- 
counted of equall force, with the three mentioned in borh 
the clauſes of this Article, till there anincreaſe of Mayy- 
firates there. © eo rr oye pry ona AO 


It is alſo agreed, That for the managing andeonichiding Vl. 
: of 


ner wo BY Ei Os; 


44 


C6] 


of all aftaires proper to, and concerning the whole Confede- 

ration, two Committtoners ſhall be choſen by, and out of 
the foure Juriſdi&tions, namely two for the Maſſachu/crs,two 
for Plimouth, two for Connetticat, and two for New-haven, 

being all; m-Chureh-feilowſhip with us, which ſhall 'bring 

ful} poiver from: their ſeverall generall Courts reſpeQtively, 
to hear; examine, weigh, and determine all affaires of war, 
or peace, leagues, aydes, charges, and numbers of men for 
war, diviſion of ſpoyles, or whatloever is gotten by cor.- 

queſt, receiving of more confederates, or Plantations. into 
Combination with any of theſe Confedertes, and all things 
of like nature, which are the proper concomitants, or ce 
quences of ſuch a Confederation, for amity, offence, and de- 
fence, not intermedling with the Government of any of the 
Juri{difions, which by the third Article,is preſerved intirely 
ro themſelves. But if theſe eight Commilſhoners when they 
meer, ſha}l not all agree, yet tis concluded, That any fix 
of the eight agreeing, ſhall have power to ſettle, and deter- 
mine the buſineſſe in queſtion. Bur if ſix doe not agree,that 
then ſuch Propoſitions, with their Reaſons, ſo tar as they 
have beendetated, be ſent, and referred to the foure Gene- 
y al-Courts, viz. The Maſſachuſets, Plymonth,'C onnettecat, 
and New-haven. Andif at all the faid Generall Courts, the 
buſineſle ſo referred, be concluded, then to be proſecuted by 
the Confederates, and all their Members. It is farther a- 
greed, That theſe eight Commilſtoners ſhall meet once 
every year, beſides extraordinary meetings, arcording to the 
fifth Article to-confider,treat,and conclude of all affaires be- 
longing to this Confederation, which meeting ſhall ever be 
the firſt Thar/day in September. And that the next meet- 
ing after the date of theſe preſents, which ſhall be accounted 
the ſecond meeting, ſhall be at ZBeſtoz in the Maſſachſers, 
the third at Hartford, the fourth at New-havey, the fifth at 
Plimenth, the ſixth and ſeventh at Brftox ; and then Hart- 
ford, New-haven, and Plymouth, and ſo tn courſe ſucceſfive- 


ly-Ifinthe mean time, ſome middle-place be not found 


out, and agreed on, which may be comodious for all the 
, T 
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It is further agreed, That at each meeting of theſe eight 
Commiltioners, whether ordinary or extraordinary , they 
allor any ſix of them agreeing as before, may choole their 
Preſident out of themſelves, whoſe Office and work ſhall be, 
to take care, and dire for Order, and a comely carrying on 
cfall proceedings in the preſent meeting. But he ſhall be in- 
veſted with no ſuch power or reſpe&t, as by which, he ſhall 
hinder the propounding or progreſle of any buſinefle,or any 
way _ the ſcales,otherwiſe then in the precedent Article is 
agreed. 

I is alſo agreed, That the Commiſſioners for this Con- 
federation hereafter at their meetings," hether ordinary or 
extraordinary, as they may have Commiſtton or opporcuni- 
ty, doe endeayour to frame and eſtabliſh Agreements and 
Orders in generall caſes of a civil. nature, wherein all the 
Plantations are intereſted, for preſerving pzace amonglt 
themſelves, and preventing ( as much as may be ) all occa- 
{ions of war, or differences with others,as about the free and 
{peedy paſſage of Juſtice in each Juriſdiction, to all the Con- 
federates equally, as to their own, receiving thoſe that re- 
move from one Plantation to another, without due Certifi- 
cates, how all the Juriſdictions may carry it towards the 1;- 
dians, that they neither grow inſolent, nor be injuried 
without due ſatisfaction, leaſt War break in upon the 
Confederates , through ſuch miſcarriages. It is alſo 
agreed, That if any Servant ran away from his Maſter, 
into any other of theſe Confederated Juriſdi&tions , 
That in ſuch'caſe, upon the Certificate of one Magiſtrate in 
the Juriſdiction, out of which the ſaid Servant fled; or upon 
other due proof, the ſaid Servant ſhall be delivered either to 
his Maſter, or any other that purſues, and brings ſuch Certi- 
ficate, Or proof. And that upon the eſcape of any Priſoner 
whatſoever, or fugitive, for any Criminall Cauſe, whether 
breaking Priſon, or getting from the Officer, or otherwiſe 
eicaping, upon the Certificate of two Magiſtrates of the Ju-_ 
ridition out of which the eſcape is made, that he was a-pri- 
foner or ſuch an offendor, at the time of the eſcape. The Ma- 
gi{trates, or ſome of them,of that Juriſdition where for the 
| preſent 


I X 


X1, 


we. 
preſent the ſaid priſoner or fugitive abideth, ſhall forthwith 
grant fuch a Warrant, as the caſe will bear, for the appre- 


hand 
ifhelp be requiredfor the ſafe returning of anyſuch offender, 


it ſhall be granted unto him that craves the ſame, he paying 


the charges thereof. 

And for that the juſteſt Wars may be of dangerous con. 
ſequence, eſpecially to the ſmaller Plantations in theſe UV 1- 
zed Colonyes, it is agreed, That neither the Jaſſachn/ers, 
Plymonth, Conneficut, nor New-Haven, nor any of the 
Members of any of them, ſhall at any time hereatter begin 
undertake or engage themſelves, or this Confederation, or 
any part thereofin any War whatſoever ( ſudden cxigents 
with the neceſſary conſequences thereof exceptes,which are 
alſo to be moderated, as much as the caſe will permit ) with- 
out the conſent and agreement of the forenamed eiglit Com- 
miſſioners,or at leaſt ſix ofthem,as in the ſixt Article is pro- 


vided. And that no charge be required of any of the Confe- 


derates-in caſe of a defenſive War, tili the ſaid Commiſlio- 


ners have met, and approved the Juſtice of the War, and 


have agreed upon the ſum of money to be levied ;which ſum 
is then to be paid by the ſeverall Confederates, in proporti- 
on, according to the fourth Article. £E 

That in extraordinary occaſions, when meetings are ſum-- 


 moned by three Magiſtrates of any Juriſdiction, or two as in; 


the fifth Article, if any of the Commiſſioners come not, due 


warning being given, or ſent, it is agreed, That foure of the: 


Commiſſioners ſhall have-power to dire& a War which can- 
not be delayed; and to fend for due proportions of men, out: 


of each Juriſdi&ion, as well as fix might doe, if all met, but. 
not leffe then ſix ſhall determine the juſtice of the War, or 
allow the demands, or Bills of charges,or cauſe any levies to 


be made for the ſame. 


It-is further agreed, That if any of the Confederates ſhall- 


hereafter break any of theſe preſent Articles, or be any other 
way injurioustoany one of theotherJuriſdictions ſuch breach 


hendi "g of any ſuch perſon, and the delivery of bim into the 
fthe Officer,or other perſon who purfueth him, And 


of Agreement,or injury ſhalbe duly conſidered, and o_ E 
—_— | y 
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by the Commiſſioners for the other Juriſdiftions, that both 
peace, and this preſent Confederation, may be inticely pre- 
ſerved without violation. 

Laftly, this perpetuall Confederation,and the ſeverall Ar- 
ticles and Agreements thereof, being read and ſeriouſly con- 
ſidered, both by the Generall Court for the Maſſachsſers, 
and by the Commiſſioners for Plymouth, Connetticut, and 
New-Haven, were preſently and fully allowed and confirm- 
ed by three of of the fore-named Confederates, namely the 
Maſſachuſets, ConneFicat, and New-Haven; in teſtimony 
whereof, the Generall Court of the Xaſſachaſers by their 
Secretary,and the Commiſſioners for Connefticat and New- 
Haven, ſubſcribed them the 19 day of the third month,com- 
monly called ©May, eSnno Domins. 1643. 

Only the Commiſſioners from Plymonth,having brought 
no Commiſſion:to conclude, deſired reſpite to adviſe with 
their General! Court, which was granted, and at the ſecond 
meeting of the Commiſſioners for the Confederation, held 
at Boſton in September following, the Commiſſioners for the 
Juriſdition of P/ymornth, delivered in an Order of their Ge- 
nerall Court, dated the 29 of Agxft, 1643. by which it ap- 
peared that theſe Articles of Confederation were read, ap- 
proved and confirmed by the ſaid Court,and all their Town- 
ſhips, and their Commiſſioners authorized to ratifie them 
by their ſubſcriptions, which they accordingly did, the 7 day 
of September, 164.3. E 


When the Plantations within this Colony firſt treated to be New Haven. 1 
ene furiſdiftion,and to ſettle themſelves under one Govern- | 
went, theſe following particulars were ſolemnly and una- 
nimouſly approved and concluded as a fundamentall Agrec- 


, 


ment, upon which the Combination was framed. 


TT Hat none ſhall be admitted Free-men, or free Burgeſles 
. within this Juriſdiction, or any part ofit;but ſuch Plan- "2 w 
tets-4s are Members of ſome one, or other of the approved 9eur, 1 9. 15. 
Charches of New-Exgland; nor ſhall ariy but ſuch becho- Jer. 30. 2 :. 
lento Magiftracy, or to canty on any part of Civil Judjca- 
ture, or as Deputies or Afliftents:ta:have power, or Vote in 
_þ eſtabliſhing 


C10] 

ettabliſhing Lawes, or in making or repealing Orders, or to 
any cliief Military Office, or trult, nor ſhall any others, bur 
ſuch Church Members, have any Vote in any ſuch Elections; 
Though all others admitted ro be Planters, have rigi-t to 
their proper Inheritarces, and doe and ſhall enjoy all other 
Civil liberties and priviledges,according to all Lawes,Orders, 
on grants, which are, or hereafter ſhall be made for this Co- 

lony. | 
That all fuch Freemen of this Juriſdiction, ſhall yearly 
without any ſummons, upon the EleQion day,which is to be 
the lalt fourth dayin the week, commonly called /edne/aay, 
wm May (tili by the Generall Court ſome other time de or- 
dered and publiſhed ) either in perſon, or by proxy, attend 
that ſervice: And accordicgto their beſt light from che word 
. of God, ſhall Vote inthe EleRtion of Governour, Deputy 
Governour, Magiſtrates, Commifſioners for the'T!/zited Co- 
{onyes, Treaſurer, Secretary, Marſhall, or any other Officer, 
then choſen for the Juriſdiction. And for the eaſe of the ſaid 
Freemen (eſpecially fech as dwell remote) it: is agreed, 
That when any of them'cannor'conveniently come,they may 
ſend their Votes, either written, or in ſome other way ſealed 
up in the preſence of the reſt of the-Freenjen-in-the Plantati- 
on where they dwell, or the-greater part of them. And fur- 
ther, if any. ofthem purpoſing to be preſent at the ]:lection, 
when the other Votes were ſealed up, ſhoujd after be hin- 
dred, and then want opportunity to ſeale up his Vote, in the 
preſence of the major part of the Freemen ; in ſuch caſe he 
may ſeale it up inthe preſence of two ſuch Freemen as knew 
he ſent no Vote before, and (pon their teſtimony or Cer- 
tificate,) it ſhall be accepted, that ſo the liberty of the Free- 
men may be preſerved, they may have means to attend their 
duty,and their Votes may be direRed according to their par- 
ticular light. And the ſaid Freemen may at the Election 
Courr yearly, chooſe ſo many Magiſtrates for the Juriſdicti- 
_ onineach Plantation, as the weight of affaires ſhall require, 
and as they ſhall there-find Freemen fic for ſuch a truſt , pro- 
vided that when any man of what Plantation ſoever,ſhall be 
firff'propounded for Magiſtracy within this a4 
A A a onadle 
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fonable notice ſhalbe firſt given to-all the Plantations, of ſuch: 


a purpoſe, or deſire, that ail the Freemen may due)y conſi- 
der or informe themſelves, and that ſuch as cannot be pre- 
ſent, but ſend their Votes, may proceed accordingly, and: 
that each Freeman whether preſent or abſenr, at the Ele&i- 
on, may the better improve his Libertv, It is Ocdered, that 
he may give or ſend his Vote, as he findscaufe, either in the: 
affirmative, by putting in an Iidian Corne, or inthe Nega- 
tive, by putting in a Beane, or.in ſuch-other manner, as the 
Generall Courtſhall indge more convenient + 
That the affaires of this Juriſdi&tion, may be the better 
carried on, and that the inhabitants may know whom to 


obey, and from whom to ſezk redrefſe oi injuiries, it is a- 


creed, that there be leverall Courts for ſever} purpoſes,and- 


of different conſtitutions and power. 


Firſt a General Court, which thall conſiſt. of the Governor, 
Deputy Gover: all the Magiftrates,and of two Deouties for 
each plantation in the Juriſdiction ( where there is a Church 
duely gathered, and Freemen orderly admitted )-which De- 
paties ſhall be choſen either yearly, or againſt the approach 


\ of any ſuch Generall Court, by the Freemen of each p'an- 


ration, or'the greater number of them, and ſhall be ſenc at 
each Generali Court with fuil power { as having.the pdwer” 
and Voyces of all the {aid Freemen dzrived.to them)to con- 
ſult of, and determine, all ſuch matters; as concerne the-pub- 
itck welfare of this Colony, and with due Certificate there- 
of,all which both Governor, Depaty Governor,Magiſtrates, 
and plantation Deputies ſhall have Vote in the faid Court. 
This Genera!l Court and all the members thereof,. hall 
iroMm time to tune meete, and (itt at Newhaven (unleſle up- 
ou weighty cauſe, The Major part of the Court, fee cauſe 
ior a time to alter the place } at leaſt once every yeare,name- 
ly the laſt fourth day in -the-weeeke commonty called wed - 
neſday in 7ay, firlt to carry.onthe Elections, And after to: 
conſider and order all fucti other affaireg of the. Juriſdi&ion, 
as fall within their Cognizance, truſt, and power; Beſide 


which fixed Courts, the Governor, or iivliis abſence, The: 


Deputy Governor,and intheir abſence; any two Magiftrats 


i 
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-ofthis Juriſdi&tien, ſhall have power to Surnmon a Gene- 


rallCourt, at any other time, as the urgent and extraordi- 
nary occafions of the. Juriſdiftion, or any part . thereof, 


may require, And at all ſuch Generall Courts, whether or- 
dinary, or extraordinary,the Governor, De 


puty Governor, 
Magiftrates,with all the forementioned Depuries, ſhall ſitr 


together till the affaires of the Juriſdi&ion be diſpatched, or 


may ( as they conceive ) be-ſafely reſpited ; And if any of 
the ſaid /Magiftrats, or Deputies, ſhall either be abſent at the 
firſt ſitting of the ſaid Court, or without leave depart, or 
diſorderly abſent him, or themſelves from the ſervice, be- 
fore the Court be finiſhed ( thongh the abſence ofa leſſe 
part, either of Magiſtrates, or Deputies, whenthe Court is 
either fixed, or with due notice, called extraordinarily, ſhall 


neither ſtop proceedings nor abate: the force of what is or- 


dered, by the Major part both of Magiſtrates, and Deputies, 
yet ) he, or they, ſhall each of them pay twenty ſhillings 


for a fine to the Juriſdiction, for ſuch abſence, or departure, 


But if any Plantation, ſend no Deputy, or if the abſence, or 


departure, be mingled wich contempt, or willfull negle&, 


which may-either hinder the publick ſervice, or prove an ill 


example, the fine ſhall be increaſed, as the Court upon due 


conſideration of the offence, with the agravations, ſhall 
judge -meete, or ifthe abſence &c. grow by any over ru- 
ling providence of God, The ſame is alſo duely to be con- 
_ by the Court , For ſparing or mitigating the 
ne. | RE 
This Court thus framed, ſhall firſt with all care, and di- 
ligence ſrem time to time providefor the maintenance of 
the purity of Religion, and ſuppreſfe- the contrary, accor- 
clng to. their beſt Light, and dire&ions from the word of 
2) . | | 5 
 Secondly,though they humbly acknowledge, that the Su- 
preame;power of _——; and of repealing them, be- 
longs to God onely, and that by him this-power is given to 
Jeſus:Chriſt as Mediator Hatch. 28. x9 ob. 5. 22.And that 
the "Lawes for holineſſe and Righteouſneſle, are already 


made, and given usinthe Scriptures, which in matters mo- 


) | | rall 


&.19 2 : 
Y rall,or of morall equity,may not be altered by humane pow- 
3 er, or authority, Moſes onely ſhewed 7/7ae! the Lawes, atid "A 
Statutes of God,and the Saxedrim the higheſt Court, among og " 
z the Fewes, muſt attend thoſe Lawes. Yet Civil Rulers, 
_ and Courts, and this Generaſl Court in particular ( being 
2 ;ntruſted by the freemen as before Jare the Miniſters of God, 
1, for the good of the people ; And have power to declare, 
F; publiſh, and eſtabliſh, for the plantations within their Juriſ- 
? ditions, the Lawes he hath made, and to make, and repeale 
= Orders for ſmaller matters, not particularly determined in 
oo Scripture, according to the more Generall Rules of Righte- 
ouſneſle , and while they ſtand in force , to require due ex- 
ecution of them. | 
Thirdly, to require an Oath from all the Magiſtrates, De- Zo 
puties, or Aſſiſtents, &c. In every Court of Jndicature, ior 
the faithfull diſcharge of the truſt committed to them, accor- 
ding to their beſt abilities. And to call them to account for 
the breach of any Lawes eſtabliſhed, or for other miſdemea- 
nours in their places, and to cenſare them as the quality. of 1 Sam. 12: 3. 
the offence may require; and here the Vote to paſle as in. 
the Law of Appeals. 
Fourthly,To impoſe an Oath of Fidelity and due ſubjei- 
7 on to the juſt Lawes ſtanding in torce, upon all the Freemen, 
Planters,and Inhabitants fit to take an Oath, with due penal- Ecc!cl. 8. 2. 
ty for obſtinate refuſall,after ſome convenient time hath been 2 Þ' 7+ 4:37: 
Siven for due conſideration. BOT. 7,799" 
Fifthly, To order and appoint ſuch Works and Fortifica- g 
tions as they conceive may tend to the better defence of this 
Colony , with Guns, Ammunition, and all other proviſions » Chron. 32. 
and furniture ſuitable thereunto : And to: provide: that the 243435: f 
{ame be kept and preſerved in a condition fit for preſent ſer- 
vice, whether againſt 1:dans, or other Enemies. And to or- 


Rom. 13. 4, 


4. 


b der all affairs of war and peace, ievying of men, &c. with 
= due reſpet to the former Articles of Confederation, 
L  Sixthly,To order and regulate Trade, both with Indians 6. 


andothers, according to the Rules of Regpreouinels and pru- 
derice, for the publick goog ; and ro ſettle and levy Rates, Ezck. 28. 18. 
Contributions and Impoſitions upon all forts of perſons, Rom. 13. 
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vice,and occaſions of Church or Commoa-wealth may from 


\ time tomime require. 
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Exod. 18. 
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2 Tim. 3. 16 
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Seventhly, To hear and determine all cauſes, whether Ci- 
vil or Criminall, which by appeal or complaint ſhall be or- 
derly brought unto them, either from any inf:riour Court, 
or from any of the Plantatiors. 

 Inall which, with what ever elſe falls within their cogni- 
Zance, truſt or Judicature ( as the higheſt Court within thi; 


Juriſdiction) they ſhall proceed according to Scripture light, 


and Lawes, and Orders, agreeing therewith. And nothing 
ſhall be concluded, and paſſe as an AR of the General Court 
( unleſle in caſes expreily excepted )- but by the conſent and 
Vote of the mayor part of the Magiſtrates,togerher with the 
conſent and Vote of the greater part of the Deputiee. 
Secondly there ſhall be a Court, called the Court of Mar 
a 


viltrates wherein all the Magiſtrates for the Juriſdition,ſh 


meete and ſitt at New-havey, at leaſt twicea year; name!y, 
the Second day of the weeke, Commonly called Munday, 
before the Court of Elections in the Third Month: called 
Aay,and the third fourth day inthe weeke commonly cal- 
led Wedneſday, in the eight month called O&ber, to heare 
examine and determine, all v eighty and Capitall cauſes Ci- 
vill, and Criminall,above thoſe limited to Plantation Courts, 
And to receive, and try all Appeales duely brought un- 
co them, from plantation Courts, and to call all the Inha- 
bitanrs, Freemen, planters,and others to account for breach 
of any Lawes, or Orders, Eſtabliſhed,or for other miſdemea- 
nours, and to cenſure them, as the quality of the Offence 
ſhall require, in which meetings ofche Magiſtrates, leſſe 
then foure Magiſtrates, ſhall not be accounted a Court, nor 
ſhall they carry on any buiſneſſe as a Court of Magiſtrates. 
But it is expeRed,- and required, that all, and every of the 
Macitt rates tor this Juriſdiction, doeconftantiy attend the 
Publick ſervice ; at every Court of Magiſtrates, whether 


| fixed, or upon ſpeciall occaſion duely Summoned, either 


by the Governor, or in his abſence, by the Deputy Gover- 


nor, or in their abſence, by avy two Magiſtrates of this Ju- 
| r:{diftion, 


F-14:3 k 
Lands and Goods, within this Juriſdiction, as the publick fer- 


Ba 
riſdiQtion, and ifany of them ( having had due warning ) be ab- 
ſent at the firſt ſitring of any ſuch Courr, or after without leave 
depart, or diſorderly abſent himſelfe from the ſervice, before the 
Court be finiſhed, he, or they ſhall pay for every ſuch defaulr, 


rwenty ſhilings fine to the Juriſdiction, or more as the caſe may . 
e 


require, unleſle ſome providence of God ( whereof the Court of 
Magiſtrates ſhall from time to time judpe ) did neceſſarily cauſe 
the ſame, and all Sentences in this Court, ſhall paſſe by rhe Vote 
of the Major part of the Magiſtrates preſent, onely the Governor, 
and in his abſeuce the Deputy Governor, when Yotes in other 
reſpe&s are equall,ſhall in this Court,and when they or either of 
them, fitt in a Plantation Court, havea caſting Voyce, tut 
from this Court, appeales and complaints may be made, and 
brought co the Generall Court, the Plaintiff in point of ſecurity, 
firſt duely attending the Law of Appeales. 

Tiirdly beſide the Generall Court, and Court of Magiſtrates, 
for the eaſe of the Inhabitants, there ſhall be Planation Courts, 
to heare and determine inferiour cauſes, which Courts may be 
of two ſorts, namely in every Planattion within this Juriſdiftion, 


where there is a Magiſtrate, one, or more, the Freemen from 


among themſelves, ſhall chooſe at leaſt two Deputies, but three 
or fower if they ſee cauſe, to aſliſt the Magiſtrate, or Magiftrates, 
and in ſuch Courts they may try any Civill cauſe betwixt party, 
and party, in valew not exceeding twenty Pounds, and any Cri- 
minall cauſe, when the punifhment by Scripture - Light, exceeds 
not ſtocking, and whipping, andif the fine be pecuniary, when 
the fine exceeds not five pounds, and in all ſuch Courts, the Sen- 
rance ſhall paſſe according to the Vote of the Major part ofthe 
Court, onely when Votes in their number are equall, the caſting 
Voyce ſhall be in the Governor, or Deputy Governor, or Magi- 
ſtrates preſent. But to expedite juſtice with as little inconveni- 
ence as may be to Magiſtrates more remote, it is agreed, and Or- 
cdered, that any ſuch Plantation Court, calling in rwo other Ma- 
giltrats, from any other neighbouring Plantation, or Plantations, 
within this Juriſdition, may try any civill cauſe, though'of the 
higheſt Valew, andany Criminall cauſe, provided itbe not Ca- 
pitall, extending to the life of the offendor, but in ſuch Planta- 
tions, if the Mapiſtrate upon any occaſion be abſent, theDepu- 
ties alone haye no ſuch power of Judicature, onely to prevent in- 
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conveniences, they may order the Marſhall to fray any Malefactor 
or ſuſpitious perſon, or ſeize, or ſtop the eſtate of any man, or 
part of it, upon caſe ſhewn, when the caſe will not admit delay, 
till the Magiſtrate come home, provided that ſufficient ſecurity 
be taken of him, or them, cauſing ſuch ſtay or ſeizure, to pay 
juſt damages, ifthe proceedings prove unwarantable, and in cate 
of remove, or death of ſuch Magiſtrate, the Deputies fall in with 
other Plancations, where there is no Magiſtrate, till further Or- 
der betaken, and in ſuch Plantations Deputies being. Choſen, e1- 
ther by the Generall Court, or with theirallowance, by the free- 
men from among themſelves, they may keepe Courts to iſſue 
ſmaller cauſes, and to Order other affaires, in all reſpects, as the 
General Court ſhall from time to time appoint and limit, but from 
all theſe Courts,and in all tryals, and proceedings in them, Appeals 
and complaints may be brought to the Court of Magiſtrates, the 
Plaintiff putting in ſecurity,according to the Law of Appeales. 

Theſe Gereralls were at firſt Jaid, as a foundation for Goverr- 
ment, though it was foreſeene, and agreed, that the Circumftan- 
tialls therein, ſuch as the Ordinary, and fixed times both for 
EleQtiqns, and for the meeting of the Generall Court, and Court 
of Magiſtrates, how oft, and when they ſhall ſit, the fines for ab- 
ſence, or diſorderly departing, and the Valew of cauſes to be 
tryedin Plantation Courts, with other particulars in their pro- 
ceedings might after be further conſidered, continued or al- 
tered, as may beſt ſuite the courſe of juſtice,and the conveniency 
of the Plantations. 


Certaine Lawes, Liberties, and Orders, wade, granted, aud eſta- 
bliſhed, at ſeverall times, by the Generall Court of New-haven 
Colony, for and to the Inhabitants of that 7uriſaittion, N0W 
Collefted, and further Publiſhed, for the uſe of ſuch as are con- 
cerned in them, whercin they have made uſe of the Lawes put- 


liſhed by the Honourable Colony of the Maſſachuſets, 


T Tis Ordered by this Court, and the Anthority thereof, that no 
mans life, ſhall. be taken away, no mans honour, or good name, 
ſhall be ſtained, no. mans perſon ſhall be impriſoned, baniſhed, or 
otherwiſe-puniſhed, no. man ſhall be deprived of his wife, or chil- 
dren, no. mans goods, or eſtate ſhall be taken from him, under c0- 
lour of Law, or Countenance of Authority, unleſſeit be by ver- 
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tue, or equity of ſome expreſle Law of this Juriſdition, eſtabliſhed 
by the Generall Court, and ſufficiently publiſhed, or for want of 
a Law in any particular caſe, by the word of God, either in the 
Court of Magiſtrates,or ſome Plantation Courr, according to the 
weight and valew of the cauſe, onely all Capitall cauſes,concer- 
ning life or baniſhment where there is no expreſſe Law, ſhall be 
judged according to the word and Law of God, by the Generall 
Court. : | 
That no man ſhall be put to death, for any offence, or miſde- 
meanour in any caſe, without the teſtimony of two witneſſes at 
leaſt, or that which is Equivalent'thereunto, provided, and to pre- 
vent, or ſuppreſſe much inconvenience,which may grow, either to 
the publick, or to particular Perſons, by a- miſtake herein, it is 
Ordered, and declared, by the Authority aforeſaid, that two, or 
three ſingle witneſſes, being of competent age, of ſound under- 
ſtanding, and of good Reputation, and witneſſing to the'caſe in 
queſtion ( whither it concerne the publick peace, and welfare, or 
any one, and the ſame particular perſon ) ſhall be ac6ounted ( the 
party concerned, having no juſt exception againſt them ) ſuffici- 
ent proofe, though they did not together fee, or heare, and fo 
witneſle to the ſame individuall, and particular AR, in reference 
to thoſe circumſtances of time,and place. 
ACTIONS. 
FE Ordered by this Court and the Authority thereof, that 
every perſen impleading another, in the Court of Magiſtrates, 
or;in any Plantation Court, when the debt or damage he demands, 
or the action he layeth, is above twenty pounds, ſo that it cannot 
be tryed by a Planta'ton Court, unleſs two Magiſtrates of ſome 
other Plantation, be called in to aſſiſt, he ſhall pay the ſum of 
ten ſhillings, before his caſe be entred, or any part of it heard, 
unleſſe the Court ſee cauſe to admit the Plaintiff to ſue, 5 for- 
9a pauperts, But in all Aﬀtions, brought to any Court, the Plain- 
tiff ſhall have Liberty to withdraw his ation, or to be non ſuited, 
before Senterice paſſe, in which caſe, he ſhall alwayes pay ſull coſt 
and charges to the defendent, and may after renew his Suite at a- 
nother Court. 
= Age. WP 
It is Ordered &c. that the age for paſſing away of Lands, or 
ſuch kinds of Hereditaments, or ingagements of like nature, as for 
G 2 Sing 


L481 
Siving of Votes, pafling Sentences in publick meetings, Civii # 
Courts, or Cauſes, ſhall be at leafſt twenty and one years, butin #® 
caſes admitting the choyce of Guardians, any age above fourteen ©; 
may be ſufficient. e 
Appeales. 
It is Ordered, &c. That ifany man caſt,. or ſenterced in his 
Cauſe, be unſatisfied with the proceedings and ifſue, ir ſhall be in 
Acts 25.5, his liberty ( the cauſe not being criminall ) ro-make his Appeal 


| 013- Ffromany Plantation Court, to the Court of Magiſtrates, and in 
l like caſe, from the Court of Magiſtrates, to the Generai Cont. 
| But in ſuch caſe, when the Magiſtrates, or ſome of them, have !:: 


already expreſt themſelves, to prevent difference and inconve- fo 


T5 nience, it'1s Ordered, That the major part of the General Court, ©: 
| conſiſting of Magiſtrates and Deputies, taken joyntly ſhall iſſue #:: 
 - it. But to prevent, or provide againſt unneceſſary trouble to | 
I : Courts, charge to the Juriſdiction, and. other Inconveniencies ©: 
Il which may follow, if the coarſe-of Juſtice be delayed, or evaded, # 
it is further Ordered, That whoſoever ſhall ſo Appeal, doe ten= * 


der his Appeal, and'purt in ſufficient ſecurity before the Judges of |: 
the Court, from which he Appeales, the Secretary or other pe:- | 
'8 ſon, or perſons Auchorized to admit Appeals, effeRually by him- #: 
ſelf, his Deputy or Atcorney to proſecute his Appeal, at the next 


| uſuall fixed time of that Courts fitting, to which the Appeale is 
made ; and to obſerve, perform, and pay to the Defendant, zs 
il ſhall be there adjudged , but every ſuch Appeal ſhall be entred, 
If and ſecurity as before put in, within three dayes after ſentence in 
If the cauſe was given, and the ſame at the charge of the party ap- 
If _ pealing, to be recorded, and certified to the Court, unto whict 
if the Appeale is made. And laſtly, it is Ordered, that ifin the re- 


view it appear, the Plaintiff had no cauſe to Appeale, Perition, or 
| >. complain, he ſhall pay ſuch further charge, as the Court ſhall 
| jadge hath been expended in their ſitting to're-examine lits cauſe, 
Ii that no unneceſſary charge fall upon the Colony. 7 
| | A Ppearance. N 04-AppeaArance. FF 
It is Ordered, &c. That no man ſhall be puniſhed for not ap- 
pearins at or before any Civil Afſembly, Court, Magiltrate, or 
Officer, nor for omiſlion of any Office or ſervice, to be perfor- 
med in his own perſon only, if he ſhall be neceſſarily hindred by 


any apparent providence of God, which he could neither foreſee, 
/ nor 


-—p 
$3 
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n rior avoid, and by giving or ſendirg notice, hath done what'was 
= in his power. Provided, That this Law ſhall not prejudice any 
: perſon of his juſt coſt and damage, in any civil ation. 
| Arreſts. lee Imprs/onment. 
Attachments. See further inthe Title Diftreſſe. 
1 It is Ordered, &c, That no Attachment ſhall be granted in 
bo any civil a&ion to any Forraigner, againſt a ſetled Inhabitant of 
this Juriſdiftion, before he hath given ſufficient ſecurity, oF calti- 
jo on, duly to proſecute his Action, and to anſwer the Defendant 


» 
TH. 


27! ſuch coſts and damages, as the Court ſhall award. Andit is fur- 
oy ther Ordered, That inall Attachments of Goods and Charttels, 
(fs of Lands or Hereditaments, whether by Forraigners, or ſetled In- 
4 habitants, legall notice ſhall be givento the party concerned, or 
fl left in writing at his houſe, or place of uſuall abode, before the 
b ſuit proceed ; bur if he be out of the Juriſdi&ion,the cauſe ſhall 
x proceed to tryall, but Judgement ſhall not be entred tilt another 
| Court at leaſt a month after. And if the Defendarit doe not then 


appear, Judgement ſhall be entred.- but execution ſhall not ' 
Srarted before the Plaintiff hath given ſufficient ſecurity to be 1<- 
ſponſall to the Defendant, ifhe ſhall reverſe the Judgement with- 
in one year, or ſuch further time as the Court ſhall ſee cauſe to 
Order. wn BAKER Ss. 

Tis Ordered, &c. That every perſon within this Juriſdiction, | 

who ſhall bake Bread for ſale,ſhall have a diſtin& mark for his 
Bread , and keep the true aſlizes hereafter expreſſed and ap- 

ointed, | 

y When Wheat is ordinarily fold by the buſhell, at the ſeveral! 
Rates hereafter mentioned, the penny white loaf, penny wheaten 
loaf, and penny houſhold loaf ſhall weigh ſeverally and reſpe- 
ctively by aver dapoyſe weight as followeth. _ 

5s. d. the When the buſhell of wheat 1; 


| at. 3 © penny white loaf 11; eunces, wheaten 17; ounces, houſheld 22 ounces. 

: at 3. © penny white loaf 10; ounces, wheaten 15; ounces, honſhold 20), ounces. 

| at 4 ©  pemnywhite loaf gf, ounces, wheatcn 14 ounces, houſhild 18" oxnces. 
at 4 6 penny white loaf 8'. ounces, wheaten i 25 ounces, houſhold 16% ounces. 
at F © penny white loaf 7%, ounces, wheatcn 11; oxnces, houſhold 15: ounces. 
at 5 © penny white loaf 7 ounces, wheaten 10; ounces, houſhold I 4% 0#HCeS. 
at : L penny white loaf 6, ounces, wheaten 10 ounces, houſhld 13 ounces. 
at. 


penny white loaf 6 onnees, wheaten 97; ounces, huuſhold 1 2; ounces 


And : 
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26.1 
And ſo proportionably under the penaſty of forfeiting all ſuch 
'Bread, as ſhall not anſwer the forementioned ſeverall Aflizes. And 

for the better execution of this Order there ſhalbe in every Plan- 

tation,as occaſion may require,an Officer yearly choſen, who ſhal 

 beſworn at the'next Plantation Courrt,or by the next Magiſtrate, or 

Officer for taking Oaths, unto the faithfull diſcharge of his Of- 

fice, who is hereby authorized to enter into any houſe, either 
Lev. 19.26 with the Conſtable, or Marſhall, or without, where he under- 
Fro- 11.1. ſtands that any Bread is baked for ſale, and to weigh ſuch Bread, 


& 20, IO, | : . : 
Deu.25.js 25 Often as he ſeeth cauſe : and after once notice, or warning, to 


Am.8,5,6, ſeize all ſuch bread as he finderh defeCtive in weight, or nct mar- 


ked according to this Order, And all ſuch forfeitures ſhal! be di- 
vided, one third part to the Officer for his care and paines, and 
the reſt to the poor of the place. 
| Tt Balla. 

It is Ordered, &c. That no Ballaſt ſhall be caft out of any Ship 
or other Veſfel in the Channel,or other place inconvenient,in any 
Harbour within this Juriſdiction, under the penalty of ten pounds 
£0 be levied upon the Qwners, Mariners, Seamen, or others of- 
fending, to the uſe of the ſaid Plantation. The ſhip or veſſel to 
be ſtayed till payment be made. i 

Barratry. : 

It is Ordered, &-c. That if any perſon be proved, and judged a 
common Barrater, vexing others with unjuſt, frequent, and trou- 
£006 '9+ bleſome ſuites, it ſhall be in the power of any Court, both' to re- 
26. 21, Je&his cauſe, and to puniſh him for his Barratry. 

Bills and Specialties. 

It is Ordered, ec. That any debt, or debts, due upon Bill, or 
other ſpecialty, being duly aſſigned to another,ſha]l be as good a 
debt, and eſtate to the Aſlignee, as it was, or could be, to the 
Aſligner. And that it ſhall be lawful for the faid Aſlignee to 
ſue for, and recover the ſaid debt, due upon Bill, or other ſpecial- 
ty, and fo aſligned, as fully as the Original Creditor might have 
done. Provided the Allignation be either made upon the back of 
the Specialty, or to the Court ſome other way cleared, that fu- 
ture queſtions may be ſtopped, or duly anſwered. 

Burglary, and Theft. 
It is ordered, &c. That if a.., perſon ſhall commit Burglary, 
or break up any dwelling-houſe, or any thing equilant,or rob any 
perſon 


[21 ] 


perſon by force,or by uſing any threatning geſtures, or other acti- | 


ons, in the fields, high-wayes, or other place, the party ſo offend- 
ing,ſhall for the firſt offence (beſide ſuch reſtitution 2nd damage 
as the Court to which the cognizance belongs, ſhall ſee cauſe to 
order ) be branded oa theright hand with the letrer (B) if he 
ſhall offend in the like kind a ſecond time ( befide reftitution and 
damage ) he ſhall be branded on the left hand, and alfo be ſ& 
verely whipt; and if he fall into the like offence the third time, 
( beſide reſtitution and damage out of his eſtate ) he ſhall be pur 
to death as incorrigtble. And if any perſon ſhall commit ſuch 
Burglary, or ſo-rob in any place on the Lords day, he ſhall ( be- 
ſide reſtitution and damage ) for the firit offence, .bz burnt on 
t1e right hand, as before, and ſeverely whipt , for the ſecond of- 
fence, he ſhall be burat on the left hand, ſtand on the Pillory, be 


ſeverely whipt, and wear a halter in the day time conſtantly and 


viſibly about his neck, as a mark of infamy, tiil the Court of Ma- 
giſtrates fee caule to releaſe him from it ; but if he fall into the 
ſame offence the third time, he ſhall be put to death as incorrigi- 
bly uarighteous, and prefumptuouſly profane. 
And to prevent or ſupprefle other thefts, and pilfrings, it is 
Ordered, That if any perſon ſhall be taken, or proved to have 
ſtollen, afhited, or any way have been acceſſary to the ſealing of 
any Cattel of what ſort ſoever, or Swine, he ſhall by way of for- 
teit make ſuch reſtitution to the owner, as the Court conſidering 
all circumſtances, ſhall judge moſt agreeable to the word of God. 


And if any perſon ſhall be proved to have ſtollen any Goods of 


what ſo:t ſoever, out of any mans dwelling-houſe, Warehouſe, 
Barn, or other Outhouſe, or left out in Court, Yard, Garden, 
Orchard, High-way, from the Water-ſtde, or out of any Boat or 
Veſſel, or other place, or to have robbed any Garden, or Or- 
chard, or ſtollen, or hurt, any grafts, or fruit-trees, or fruit, he 
ſhall forfeit and pay double damag?s to the owner, beſide ſuch 
further fine-and puniſhment, as the Court conlidering all aggra- 
ating circumitances of time, manner, &c. ſhall judge meer. If 
the thiefin any parc of the premiſſes be not able to make reſtitu- 
tion -(1f the caſe require it ) heis to be ſold for a ſervant. till by 


Servants. who cannot py for them >! 1>5, ghall tranſorefſe, and 
treſpaſſe1n-any part of, che or, .; cheir Parents or Maſters: 


will 
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fo. 
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will not pay the penalty: for them, they ſhall be publickly whipe, 
or further proceeded againſt asrhe cafe may require, and all Ser- 
vants, and workemen, imbezeling pilfring or ſtealing the goods 
of their Maſters, or ſuch as ſer them on worke, ſhall make ſuch 
Reſtitution, and be liable to all Lawes and penalties as other men, 
and if any perſon ſhall be- proved to pilfer or ſtealea ſecond or 
third time, his puniſhment ſhall be increaſed by whiping or other 
wiſe, as the Court ſhall ſee cauſe. 
.And foras much as ſmall thefts, treſpaſſes, or other offences of 
a Crimina]l nature , are ſometimes committed by the Exg1i/h or 
others in Townes or places remote from Priſons, . or it may prove 
inconvenient to defer the Tryall, or to make ſtay of the perſons 
offending, or hard to pet ſecurity for appearance at a Court, it is 
therefore Ordered, that any Magiſtrate, or Depaty intruſted to 
aſliſt in Judicature, calling in ſuch other help as the place affords 
for a Plantation Court { which help is hereby required to attend 
rhe ſervice upon Cue warning ) may upon complaint brought to 
him, when the caſe ſo requires, with the firſt conveniency, heare, 
and upon due proofe. determine any-fuch offence, { the valew 
whereof either in point of fine, damage, or other puniſhment ex- 
ceeds not the limits of that Plantation Court, according to the 
Lawes here eſtabliſhed ) and may give warrant to the Marſhall, 
or other Officer, for anſwerable execution, but if the offendor re- 
ſuſe to pay or have nothing to ſatiſfie, the Magiſtrate, or Deputy 
with the help aforeſaid, may puryſh by ſtocking, whiping, or 
otherwiſe, according to the nature of the offence, and import of 
this Law. 
| Capitall Lawes. 
T is Ordered, &c. That if any perſon after legall,or other due 
Lk conviction, ſhall have, or worſhip any other God, bur the Lord 
God, he ſhall be put to death, E-oa. 22. 20. Deut. 13. 6.10. 
Deat. 17.2,3, 4,5, 6. 
If any perſon be a Witch, he or ſhe ſhall be put to death, ac- 
cording to Exod. 22.18, Levit. 20. 27. Dent. 18. 10,11. 
If any perſon within this Juriſdiction, profeſſing the true God, 
ſhall wittingly and willingly preſume to blaſpheme the holy name 
of God, Father, Son, or Holy Ghoſt, with dire&, exprefle, pre- 
- ſumptuous, or high-handed blaſphemy, either by willfuil or obſti- 
- natedenying the-true God, or his Creation, or Government A 
| We 
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the world, or ſhall curſe God, father, Son, or Holy ghoſt , of re- 
proach the holy Religion of God, as ifit were but a politick de- 
vice to keep ignorant menin awe ; or ſhall utter any other kind 
of blaſphemy of like nature, and degree, ſuch perſon ſhall be put 
ro death. Lev. 24. i5, 16. ASA 

If any perſon ſhall commit any wilfull murder, if he ſhall kill 
any man, woman or child, upon premeditated malice, hatred, or 

cruelty ( not ina way of neceſlary and juſt deferce, nor by meer 
caſualty againſt his will ) he ſhall be put to death. Exod. 21. 12, 
13. Numb. 35. 31. Lo 

If any perſon flayeth another ſuddenly in anger, or cruelty of 
paſſion, he ſhall be put to death, LZevir. 24. 17. Namb. 35. 16, 
17, 18, 19, 20, 21. 

If any perſon come preſumptuoſly to'ſlay another with guile, 
whether by any kinde of force, Poyſon, or other wicked practice, 
every ſuch perſon ſhall be put to Death. Exod. 21. 14. Agree- 
ing with Det. 19. 19. By parity of Reaſon. 

If any man or woman, ſhall lye with any beaſt, or bruite crea- 
wure, by carnall Copulation, he, or ſhe, ſhall ſurely be put to 
death, and the beaſt ſhall be flaine, buried, and not eaten, Levie, 
20. 15, 16. 

If g man [yeth with mankinde, as a man lyeth with a woman, 
both of them have Committed abomination,they both ſhall ſure- 
ly be put to death, Levir. 20. 13. Andifany woman change 
the naturall uſe, into that whichis againſt nature, as Row. 1. 26. 
ſhe ſhall be liable to the ſame Sentence, and puniſhment, or if any 
perſon, or perſons, ſhall Commit any other kinde of unnaturall 

_ and ſhamefull filthines, called in Scripture the going after ſtrange 
fleſh, or other fleſh then God alloweth, by carnall knowledge of 
arother veſſel then God in nature bath appointed to become one 
fleſh, whether it be by abuſing the contrary part of a grown wo- 
an, or Child of either ſex, or unripe veſſel of a Girle, wherein 

the naturall uſe of the woman is left, which God hath ordained 
for the propagation of poſterity, and Sodomiticall filthineſſe 

( tending to the deſtruction of the race of mankind ) is commit- 

ted by a kind of Rape, nature being forced, though the will were 
inticed, every ſuch perſon ſhall be put to death. Or if any man 
ſhall a& upon himſelf, and in the fight of others ſpill his owne 
ſeed, by example, or counſel, or both, corrupting or tempting 
D others Gen. 32.9. 


Jude 7« 


Rom, 1.32 
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others to doe the like which tends to the ſin of Sodom}, if it be: 


not one kind of it , or ſhall defile, or corrupt himſelf and others, 


by ary other kind of ſinfull filchineſſe, he ſhall be puniſhed ac- _ 


cording to the nature of the offence ; or if the caſe conſidered 


with the aggravating circumſtances, ſhall according to the mind 


of God revealed in his v ord require ir, be ſhall be put ro death, 
as the Court of Magiſtrates ſhall determine, Provided that ifin 


any of the former caſes, one of the parties were forced, and {0 


abuſed againſt his or her will, the innocent perſon ( crying cur, 
or in due ſeaſon complaining ) ſhall not be puniſhed, or if avy 
of the offending parties were under fourteen year old, when the 
{1n was commitred, ſuch perſon ſhall onely be{evereiy corrected, 
as the Court of Mag:ſtrates conſidering the age,and other circem- 
ſtances, ſhall judge meer, 7 Os 

If any man married, or fingle, commit Adultery with a marry- 
ed or eſpouſed wife, the Adulterer ard Adultereſle ſhall furely 
be put to death,. Lev. 18 20. Lev. 20. 10. Dat. 22. 23, 24. 

If any perſon Reale a man, or mankind, that perſon ſhall {urely 
be put to death, Exed. 21, 16. . 

If any perſon riſe up by falſe witneſſe, wittingly and of purpoſe 
ro take away any mans life, that perſon ſhall be put t@ death, 
Dext. 19. 16, 18, 19, 

If any perſon ſhall conſpire, and attempt any invaſion, infurre- 
Aion, or publick Rebellion againſt this Juriſdiction, or ſhall en- 
deavour to ſurprize, or ſeize any Plantation, or Town, any Fortt- 
fication, Platform, or any great Guns, provided for the defence 
of the Juriſdiction, or any Plantation therein , or ſhall treache- 
roully and perfidiouſly attempt the alteracion and ſubrerſion of 
the frame of policy, or fundamentall Government laid, and ſetled 
for this Juriſdi&ion, he or they ſhall be put to death, Am. 16. 
2, Sam. 18. 2 Sam. 20. Orif any perſon ſhall conſent unto ary 
ſuch miſchievous praRice, or by the ſpace of foure and twenty 
houres conceale it, not giving notice thereof to ſome Magiſtrate, 
if there be any Magiſtrate in the Plantation, or place where he h- 
veth, or if none, to ſome Deputy for the Juriſdiction, or to the 
Conſtable of the place. that the publick ſafety may be ſeaſonably 
provided for, he ſhall be put to death, or ſeverely puniſhed, as the 
Court of Magiſtrates weighing all circumſtances ſhall deter- 
mine; Saad if 
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If any Child, or Children, above ſixteen year ofd, and of com- 
perent underſtanding, ſhall curſe, or ſm'te, his, her, or their natu- 
rall father, or mother, each ſuch Child ſhall be put to death, 
Exod.-21. 17. Levit. 20. 9. Exod. 21. 15, unleſle it be 
proved, that the Parents have been very unchriſtianly 
negligent in the education of fach Child, or Children, or ſo pro- 
yokcd them by extream and cruell corre&ion, or uſage, That they 
hav? been urg<d or forced thereunto, to preſerve themſelves from 


death or maiming. 


If any inan have a ſtubborn Rebellious Son, of ſufficient Ape 
and und:rfanding, namely fixteen year old, or upward, which 
will not obey tne vorce of tis father, or the voyce of his mother, 


and that when they have chaſtned him, will not hearken unto 
them, then ſhall his father and his mother ( being bis nacura?!! 


Parents ) lay hold on him, and bring him to the Magiſtrares aſ- 
ſembled in Court, and teſtifie unto them, that their Son is {tub- 
born and rebellious, and will not obey their voyce and chaſtiſe- 


ment, but lives in ſundry notorious crimes ; ſuch a Son ſhall be 


pat to death, Dex. 21. 18, 19, 20, 21. 
If any man ſhall raviſh any maid, or ſingle woman, who.is a- 


bove the age of ten years, committing carnall copulation with her 


by force, againſt her own will, he ſhall be ſeverely and grievoul- 
ly puniſhed, as the Court of Magiſtrates conſidering all circum- 
ſtances ſhall determine. 

Cake and Cooper. 

It is Ordered, &c. That all Cask, whether Pipes Hogſheads, 
Barrels quarter Cask, or other ſorts uſed in Trade, whether for 
any Liquor, Fiſh, Pork, Beef, or other Commodity put to ſale, 
ſhall be of London Aflize, And that in each Plantation within 
this Juriſdiction, where Cask is made or uſed for Trade, the 
Plantation Court, or the Conſtable, with the preſent or laſt De- 
puties for the Generall Court, where there is no Plantation 
Court ſhall from time to time appoint ſome fit perſon,or perſons, 
to view and gage all ſuch Veſſel or Cask : and ſuch as ſhall be 
found of due Aſlize and made of ſound, and well ſeaſoned ſiuffe, 
( and none but ſuch ſhall be marked with the Gagers mark ) who 
ſhall have for his paines eight pence for every Tun, and propor- 
tionably for what he ſo market, And every Cooper ſhall have, 
and.ſet a diſtin brand-mark of his own, upon each Cask, upon 

_ D2- paine 
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paine of forfeiting after the rate of twenty ſhillings a Tun, for 
vwhar he ſells, either without the Gapers mark, or not marked 
with his own conſtant brand mark. 
Cattell, Corn, Fields, Fences. 

To prevent, or remedy much inconvenience, and many diffe- 
rences which may grow about Fencing, Planting, Sowing, Feed- 
ing, and improving of common fields, incloſed for Corn,or other 
neceſlary uſe, it is ordered, That every perſon intereſſed in any 
ſuch field. ſhall from time to time, make and keep his part of the 
Fence, ſufficiently ſtrong, and in conſtant repaire, according to all 
Orders in force in each Plantation, to ſecure the Corn, and 
other fruits therein. And ſhall not put, cauſe, or permit any- 
Cattel to be put in, ſo long as any Corn, or other fruit ſhall be 


- growing, or remain upon any part of the Land ſo incloſed, Un- 


leſle by ſome generall expreſle agreement of ſuch as are intereſ- 
ſed. And if at any time the owners or occupiers of any ſuch incio- 
ſed Land cannot, or doe not agree, in any part of the premiſes, It 
ts Ordered, That upon due and ſeaſonable notice given to the ſe- 
tet men or Towns men, appointed for prudentiall affaires, pro- 
per to their care and truſt by any corcerned,and unſatisfied, they 
ſhall appoint a convenient time to hear and order ſuch differen- 
ces, and ſettle a due way of fencing, improving, and preſerving 
ſuch fields, and the fruits of them. And whoſoever ſha}l oppoſe. 
or tranſpreſſe,ſhall be liable to all damages proved to grow there- 
by, and to ſuch further fine for breach of Order, as the Plantati- 
on Court, or Authority there ſetled for ſuch purpoſes, ſhall judge 
meet. Burt in any Plantation, where there are yet no ſuch ſelect, 
or Towns men, the Freemen from among themſelves,ſhall yearly 
chooſe a convenient number to order ſuch occaſions, that peace 
and righteouſneſſe may be the better preſerved therein. And 


' theſe ſeleR, or Towns men, ſhall. from year to year. appoint one, 


two, or more, of the Planters, for all or each common field, be- 
longing to the Plantation where they dwell, to view the common 
Fences within their truſt. and to take due notice of the reall de- 
feRs and inſufficiency thereof, and ſhall forthwith acquaint the 


owners with the ſame. Andif the ſaid owners or occupiers doe 


not at furtheſt within ſix working dayes, or ſooner if the ſaid ſe- 

le& men ſeecauſ:, and ſo appoint, ſufficiently repaire, or cauſe 

the ſame to be repaired, he, or they,ſhall forthwith upon the oo 
mand 
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mand of the appointed Viewer or Viewers (beſide other juſt 
damages ) pay as a fine to the Plantation, twelve pence for every 
Rod ( if there be a conſiderable quantity of ſuch defetive Fence 
rogether ) or for every ſingle defet, in ſuch faulty Fence, or the 
ſaid Viewer or Viewers, taking due witneſſe of the defets, may 
if it ſuite their convenitency forthwith repaire or renew them, or 
cauſe them to be repaired or renewed, an4 ſhall have double re- 
compence for the ſame, to be paid ( befide other juſt damages ) 
by the owners or occupters of the {aid inſufficient Fence, or Fen- 
ces. And in either cafe if paymeat be denyed, or delayed, ſuch 
Viewer,or Viewers,ſhall have Warrant from the ſaid ſele& men, 
direted to the Marſhall,or Conftable,to levy the ſame forthwith 
upon the eſtate of the Delinquezt. 

And where Lands lye in Common unfenced. if one man ſhall 
improve his Land by fencing in ſeverall, and others,one,or more 
ſhall not, he who ſhall ſo improve, ſhall ſecure his Land from 0- 
ther mens Catte] ( unruly Cattle excepted ) who ſhall compell 
no man to make ary Fence with him, except he alſo improve in 
ſeverall, and where one man ſhall improve before his neighbour, 
and ſo make the whole Fence,if his ſaid neighbour ſhall after im- 
prove,he ſhall then ſatisfie for half the others Fence againſt him, 
according to the preſent value, and ſhall maintaine the fame : 
And ifthe ſaid firſt man ſhall after lay open his ſaid field,or land, 
then the ſaid Neighbour ſhall both enjoy his ſaid half Fence fo 
purchaſed, and ſhall bave liberty to buy the other half Fence 
againft his Land, paying according to the preſent worth as it ſhall 
be rated by two men indifferently choſen. And the like Order 
ſhall be, when any man ſhall improve Land, againſt, or adjoyn- 
ing toa Town Common. Provided this extend not to houſe-lots, 
in which, if one ſhall improve, his neighbour or neighbours ſhall 
be compellable to make, and maintaine one half of the Ferce be- 
tween them, whether he or they improve, or not. Provided al- - 
ſo, that no man ſhall be liable tro damage done in any ground 
not ſufficiently fenced, and himſelf not incereſſed in the defeCtive 
Fence, or ſome part of it, except the damage were done by pro- 
hibited or unruly Cattel of any fort ( in which Swine are inclu- 
ded ) which cannot be reſtrained by ordinary Fences, or where 
any ſhall unwarrantably put in Cattel,of whar ſort,or under v/har 


c0iour or pretence ſcever, or otherwiſe willfully treſpaſſe upon 
his neighbours ground. | It 
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Tt is further Ordered, That whatſoever Swine, or greater Cat- 
'tel ( Horſes excepted, which are particularly mentioned hereaf- 
ter) ſhall be found in the Woods, or Commons unmarked, are 
lyable to Poundage, and being either Pounded, or otherwiſe pro- 
ſecuted and proved, the Owner ſhall pay for each Swine unmar- 
ked, three ſhillings and four pence, of which half the fines to the 
Pounder, or Profecutor, and the reſt to the Plantation. And for 
each of the greater ſor of Catrel, ſix ſhillings, whereof half ſhall 
be Ordered to the Pounder, or Proſecutor, and the. reſt to the 
Plantation; but if the owners be not known,or found. then every 
ſuch Swine or Beaſt ofa greater kind, to be duly cryed, chat the 
owner may take notice, claim his intereſt, and pay the fine, and 
charges; bur if yet no owner be found, then after due appriſe- 
ment by indifferent men chofen by Authority in the place,and the 
ſame recorded by the Secretary, fale to be fo far made, thar the 
fine and charges may be fully paid, and the remainder kept by 
the Treaſurer, till the owner be knowne, And the reſt of ſuch 
Swine, or Cattel, being firit marked with a publick Town mark, 
or brand, wich ſome dittinction from the mark of particular men, 
to be again turned into the woods. | 
Laſtly, it is Ordered, That no owner of Cattel, of what kind 
ſoever, after knowledge, or notice given, that any Catrel of his, 
whether Horfe, other Beaſt, or Swine, is unruly in refpec to fen- 
.ces, ſhall ſuffer any ſuch to goe at hberty, either in Common, or 
againſt Corn fields, or other impropriate encloſed grounds fenced 
as aforefaid, but ſhall either .conſtantly keep chem upon his own 
ground, within ſufficient fences, all his own,or put and keep upon 
each ofthem,ſfuch ſhackles and fetters,or yoaks and rings, as may 
ſufficiently from time to time, reſtrain and prevent treſpaſſe, or 
ſhall pay all damages and charges, whether in Corne, or other 
fruits, with hurt in fences, expence of time, and help-in catehing 
Pounding, driving out, and bringing home, any ſuch unruly Cat- 


tel, of what kind ſoever, with ſuch further fine for breach of Or- . 


der, and Court charges, if the Plaintiff be pur to recover it that 
way, as the Court ſhall judge meer. 
Charges p#blick, 
That publick charges may be defrayed in a ready and juft way, 
it is Ordered by this Court, and the Authority thereof That in 
each Plantation within this Juriſdiction, the ſelet or Towns 
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men, or ſome others thereunto deputed,doe yearly the firſt week: 
of the third month called AZay, require, procure, and make a 
full and juſt Lift of all the male pecfons within their || mits, from 
ſixteen years old, and upwards; and a true eſtimation of all per- 
ſonall and reall eltates, being or reputed to be the eſtate of all, 
and every the perſons belonging to the Plantation, or in their pre- 
ſent poſſeſſion, viz. of Houſes, Lands of all forts, Meadow and 
upland,,as well unbroken up, as other (except ſuch as doth and 
fkail lye common for free feed of Cattel art a!l times to the uſe of 
the inhabitants in generall ) Mills, Ships,. a-d all ſmall Veſſels, 
merchartable Goods, Cranes, Whartfs, and all forts of Cattel,and 
other eſtate ( houſhold ſtuff, ani Goods of that kind, provided 
and kept for that uſe, and not for Trade, onely excepred,whether 
at Sea, or on ſhoar, with a due conſideration and eftimate of the 
advantage men may have by their ſeverall and refpeCtive Arts, or 
Trades. Which Lilt, and particular account, of males and eſtates 
in reference to Rates, ſhall by the Deputies choſen by each Plan- 
ration, and ſent to aſliſat che Generall Courr, be preſented year- 
ly when they ſir, in the latter end of <ay, under ſuch penalty 
for defanlt, as the Court conſidering the hindrance in the Juriſdi- 
&ionaffaires, ſhall fee cauſe to inflit. All which perſons and E- 
ſtates, are to be aſſeſlzd and rated, by ſuch as are thereunto ap- 
pointed, for one lingle rate, as followeth, viz. Every male per- 
ſon above ſixteen years of age ( except Magiſtrates and Elders 
of Churches.) at twenty pence by the head, and all eftates both. 
reall and perſonall, at one penny for every twenty ſhillings. And: 
that Houſes ( wherein there is much difference ) may be the more 
equally rated, according to their worth, it is Ordered, Thar the: 
Depucies from the ſeveral! Plantations within this Juriſdition 
now afſembled at this Genera}l Courr,. doe before their recurn, 
rate two Houſes in New-haves,which thal be as pattenrs for the 


other Plantations to rate by. That all Lands, whether Meadow, 


or upland, and whether the upland be better,or worſe, broken up, 
or not, ( except it lye common as before ) be rated at twenty 
ſhillings an Acre, and for that a conſiderable-part of mens eſtates. 
ntheſe parts, lyeth in Cattel, to avoyd many Queſtions which 
may gro:y about their age, it is Ordered, That all ſorts of Car- 
tel from year to vear,” though any of them ſhould not bea year 
old ciil the laft of 7»/y, yer 1a reference to Rates, be accounced,, 
and: 
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and pay as ifthey were a year old the firſt of ay. And in like 
manner for two years o!d, oreider; andin lien thereof, Catte! 
though near 3 quarters of a year old the firſt of May,ſhall not be 
Rated, and Cartel of a year and almoſt three quarters, ſhall be 
Rated but a year old, and ſo upward. Anditisfurther Ordered, 
That till this Court find ſome confiderable alteration in priſes, 
every Cow of four year old (the age reckoned as before) or up- 
ward, ſhall be Rated at five pounds,every Heifer, or Steer, three 
year old, reckoned as before, at four pounds; and berwixt two 
and three years old, at fifcy ſhillings ; and of one year old,thirty 
ſhillings. Every Ox, and Bull of four year old, or upward, at fix 
pounds.; every Horſe of three year oid(after the former account) 
or more,ſhali be valued at ten pounds , every Mare of three year 
old, or up.yard, at twelye pounds; thoſe of two year old, or up- 
ward, according to the former account,whether Horſe, or Mares, 
each of them at five pounds ten ſhillings ; and thoſe of three 
quarters of a year 01d, or above, till they come to bea year and 
three quarters, ſhail be Rated art three pounds and ten ſhillings, 
every yew ſheep of a year old,or above, at thirty ſhillings , .eve- 
ry weather ſheep, or Ram, of a year old, or above, at fixteen 
ſhillings ; every Goat ofa year old, or above, at eight ſhillings ; 
every Swine of a year old, or above, at twenty ſhillings ; every 
Aſle of a year old, or above at forty ſhillings. And all Hey, and 
Corn in the husbandmans hand, is hereby exempted from Rates, 
becauſe all Meadow, Arrable Land, and Cattle, are Rateable as 


aforeſaid. And for all ſuch perſons, as by the advantage of their 


Arts and Trades, are more enabled to bear publick charges, then 
common Labourers and Workmen, as Batchers, Bakers, Vittu- 
allers, Smiths, Carpenters, T aylors, Shoomakers foyners, Barbers, 
Milers, Maſons, with other Artiſts, ſuch are to be rated for 
their returns and gaines, in proportion to other men, for the pro- 
duce of their eſtates. Provided that in the Rate by the Poll, ſuch 
perſons as are diſabled by fickneſle, lameneſſe, or other infirmi- 
ty, ſhall be ſo long exempted. And for ſuch Servants and Chil- 
dren, as take not wages, their parents and Maſters ſhall pay for 
them ; but ſuch as take wages, ſhall pay for themſelves. Andit 
is Ordered, That all Rates aſſeſſed by this Court, be duly paid in, 
$0 the Juriſdition Treaſurer, at ſuch time, or times, in ſuch pay, 
and at ſuch priſes, as this Court ſhall appoint, and under ih pe: 
na1ties 
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nalties for default, as ſha!l from time to time be Ordered. And 
power is hereby given and granted to each Plantation within this 
Juridi&ion, to gather all Rates from time to time, from the ſe- 
verall inhabitants, as they grow due; and for want, or delay of 
payment in an orderly way, to diſtreyn within their own limits, 
ro prevent further inconveniences, But that the Furiſdi&ion ſuf- 
fer not by the negle& or delay of any Plantation,or Plantations 
herein, It is further Ordered, That at any time hereafter, upon 
the complaint of the Juriſdi&tion Treaſurer, any Magiſtrate may 
ſend the Marſhall alone, or with others to diltreyn the Cattel, 
.Corn, or any other Goods belonging to any of the inhabitants, 
within ſuch Plantation, as ſhall be defeRive in the payment of 
Rates due, for the whole ſum behind and unpaid, with additior 
of all penalties incurred, and due charges for the Marſhall, and 
others imployed in ſcizing, and bringing away ſuch diftreſfe, eve- 
ry inhabitantin ſaich caſe, having liberty to require, and recover 
his damage, from the Plantation, or Officers, there intruſted for 
Civil affaires, according to Juſtice. Provided that if any pzrſon- 
now, or hereafter, haying taken up a Lot, or Lots in any Planta- 
_ tion, be removed, or ſhall withdraw him(elf, and his moyeable 
eſtate, or any conſiderable part of it, ſtill keeping ſuch Lot, or 
Lots, in his own poſleſſton, or power, without due improvement, 
by which means the Plantation wants his perſonall ſervice, be- 
ſides other inconveniences, It is hereby Ordered, That infuch 
caſe, every ſuch perſon ſhaft in all refpeQs, pay his Rates by 
Lands only, as was Ordered, and done before Rating by heads, 
ard eſtates, but in due proportion to a whole Rate,as then it was. 
And if the Plantation find no other means to recover the faid 
Rates, they may diftreyn Houſes, or Lands, or both, upon a true 
account, that what advantage they ſhall make, by ſelling or let- 
ring the ſame, or any part thereof, over and above what is due for 
the ſaid Rates, with juſt damages, and neceſſary charges, ſhall be 


returned to the Owner, if he demand the fame, within three 
Years. | 
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Chilarens Education. 


Whereas too many Parents and Maſters, either through an 
over tender reſpect to their own occaſions, and buſineſſe, or nor 
duly conſidering the good of their Children, and Apprentices, 
have too much neglected duty in their Education, while they are 
young, and capable of learning, It is Ordered, That the Depu- 
ties for the particular Courc, in each Plantation within this Juri{- 
diction for the time b:ing , or where there are no ſuch Deput ec, 
the Conſtable, or other Officer, or Officers in publick truſt, ſhall 
trom time to time, have a vigilant eye over their brethren, and 
neighbours within the limits of the ſaid Plantation, thar all parents 


and Maſters, doe Culy endeavour, either by their own ability and 


labour, or by improving ſuch Schoolmaſter, or other helps and 
means, as the Plantation doth afford, or the family may conve- 
niently provide, that all their Children, and Apprentices as they 
grow capable, may through Gods bleſſing, attain at leaſt ſo 
much, asto be able duly to read the Scriptures, and other good 
and profitable printed Books in the Engliſh tongue, being their 
native language, and in ſome competent meaſure, to underftand 
the main grounds and principles of Chriſtian Religion neceſſary 
to ſalvation. And to give a due Anſwer to ſuch plain and ordi- 
nary Queſttons, as may by the ſaid Deputies, Officers, or others, 
be propounded concerning the ſame. And where ſuch Deputies 
or Officers, whether by information or examination, ſhall find 
any Parent or Maſter,one or more negligent,he or they ſhall firit 
give warning, and if thereupon due reformation follow, if the 
ſaid Parents or Maſters ſhall thenceforth ſeriouſly and conſtantly 
apply themſelves to their duty in manner before expreſſed, the 
former negle&t may be paſſed by ; but if not, then the ſaid De- 
puties, or other Officer or Officers, ſhall three months after ſuch 
warning, preſent each ſuch negligent perſon, or perſons, to the 
next Plantation Court, where every ſuch Delinquent upon proof, 
ſhall be fined ten ſhillings to the Plant tion, to be levied as other 
fines. And ifin any Plantation, there be no ſuch Court kept for 
the preſent, in ſuch caſe, the Conſtable or other Officer, or Ofh- 
cers, warning ſuch perſon or perſons, before the Freemen, or ſo 
many of them as upon notice ſhall meet together,and proving the 

h neglect 
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neple& afcer warning,ſhall have power to levy the fine as afore- 
ſaid : But ifin three months after that, there be no due care tas 
ken and continued for the Education of ſuch Children or Appren- 
tices as aforeſaid, the Delinquent ( without any further private 
warning ) ſhall be proceeded againſt as before, but the fine dou- 
bled. And laſtly, if after the ſaid warning, and fines paid or levi- 
ed, the ſaid Deputies, Officer or Officers, ſhall {till find a conti- 
nuance of the former negligence, if it be not obſtinacy, ſo that 
ſuch Children or Servants may be in danger to grow barbarous, 
rade and ſtubborn, through ignorance, they ſhall give due and 
ſeaſonable notice, that every ſuch Parent and Maſter be ſummo- 
ned to the next Court of Magiſtrates,who are to proceed as they 
find cauſe, either to a greater fine, taking ſecurity for due con- 
formity to the ſcope and intent of this Law, or may take ſuch 
Children or Apprentices from ſuch Parents or Maſters, and place 
them for years, Boyes till they come to the age of one and twen- 
ty, and Girles till they come to the age of eighteen years, with 
ſuch others, who ſhall better educate and govern them, both for 
publick conveniency, and for the particular good of the ſaid chil- 
dren or Apprentices. 


 (onveyances fraudulent. 


To prevent or avoyd the miſchieyous inconvenierces which 
may grow by fraudulent conveyances, and .that every man may 
the better know what eſtate or intereſt other men may havein 
any Houſes, Lands, or other Hereditaments which he purpoſeth 
to deale in, Itis Ordered, That no Morgage, Bargaine, Sale, 
Grant or Conveyance, made of any Houſe or Houſes, Lands, 
Rents, or other Hereditaments, within this Juriſdiction, where 
the granter remaines 1n poſleliton, ſhall be hereafter in force, 
againſt any other perſon or perſons, then the granter and his 
heirs, unleſſe the ſame be acknowledged before ſome Court or 
Magiſtrate within t!:is Juriſdiction, and Recorded as hereafter ex- 
preſſed And that no ſuch grant, bargain or fale already made 
in way of Morgage, &-c. where the granter remains in poſſeſſi- 
on, ſhall be of force againſt any other but the granter and his 
heirs, except the ſame ſhall beentred ( as here expreſſc& ) within 
one month after the firſt publiſhing of this Order, if the party 
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concerned be within this JariſdiRion, or eiſe within three months 
after he ſhall return. And ifany ſuch Grarter be required of the 
Grantee, his Heirs or Afligns, to make an acknowledgement ac- 
cordingly, of any grant, ſale, bargain, or morgage, by him made, 
and ſhall refuſe ſo co doe, it ſhall be in the power of any Court or 
Magiſtrate, to ſend for che party ſo reſuſing, and upon eviderce 
of his injurioutneſſe- therein, to commit him to Prifor, without 
Baile or mainprize, untill he ſhall acknowledge the ſame. And 
the Grantee 1n ſuch caſes to enter his caution with the Secretary, 
or other Officer app.inted to Record ſuch Deeds, ard this ſha!! 
ſave his ihtereſt in the mean time. But if ir be doubrfull wherhe: 
itbe the deed or grant of the party, he ſhall be bound with Sure - 
ries to the next Court of Magiſtrates,and the caution ſhall remit: 
s00d as aforeſaid, Laſtly, itis Ordered, That in each Plantari- 
on, either the Secretary, or ſome other Officer, be appointed du- 
ly to enter and Record, ina Book kepi for that purpoſe, ail and 
every {vch grants, ſales, bars'ines, morpares of houſes, Lande, 
Rents, ard other Hereditaments, as aforeſaid, with all and every 
ſuch caution, together with the name of the Granter and Grans 
ice, thirg, a:d Eftate granted, with the date thereof; the Gran- 
tee paying fix pence to the Secretary or Officer, for each ſuch 
Er.try or Record. 
Cooper, ſee Caske. 


Conrts: for Stranſers. 


For the eale and conveniency of Stransers,who ſometimes can- 
nor ſtay to attend the ordinary Courts of Juſtice, it is Ordered, 
That the Governour, Deputy Governour, or any Magiſtrate 
within-this Juriſdiction, may call a ſpeciall Court, and that in fuch 
caſes, any three Magiſtrates, calling in ſuch of the Depnties for 
the Plantation Conrr, as may be had, ſhall have power to hear 
and determine all cauſes civil and criminal ( triable in Plantation 
Courts, when two Magpiftrates are called in )-which ſhall ariſe be- 
tewixt ſuch Strangers, or when any fuch ſtranger or ſtrangers, 
ſhall be a party, whether Plaintiff or Defendant , the Secretary of 
the place ( as in other: ordinary crialls ) duly Recording the pro- 
ceedings, all which ſhall be at th | 
as the Court ſhall determine ; ſo that neither the Juriſdiction 

nor 


e charge of the party, or parties, 
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nor Plantation be charged by ſuch Courts. 
Curſing, Tee Prophane ſwearint.. 


Damages pretended, and Yexations Suites. 


It is Ordered, &c. That if any perſon or perſons in ary (uit. 
ſtall ſalſly pretend gr. at damages or debts, to diſcredir, tr. uble, 
or vex his, her, or their adverſary, the Court upon diſcovery and 
proof, ſhall have power to ſet a reaſonable fine upon the heag.of 
any iuch offendor ; and that in all caſes, where it appears tothe 
Court, that the Plaintiff hath willing'y and w.tiingly done wrong 
20 the Defendant, in commencing and proſecuting any Aion, 
Suit, Complaint, or Indictment, in his own name, or inthe name 
of others, be ſhall beſide juſt damages to the party wronged, te 
fined forty ſhillings, or any lefle fum to the Juri:diRion or Plen- 
tation Treaſury, as the caſe may require. 


Diſtreſſe. 


It 1s Ordered, &c. Fhat ro mans Corn or Hey that is in the 
field, or apon the Crt, nor his Garden ſtuff, nor any thins ſub- 
jet to preſent decay, ſhall be taken in Diftreſſe, or by way ot 
Attachment, unleſfle it be firſtculy prized, by Order of ſome Ma- 
Siftrate, or otter Officer , and that he that takes it, firſt put in 
due ſecority to ſatishe the worth of ir, if it come to any harm, 
with orher damages, according to the courſe of Juilice. 


Diſturbers of the pablick Peace. 


It is Orcered, cc. That whoſoever ſhall diſturb or undermine 
the peace of this Jur:{d1&ion, or of any of the Plantations, Chur- 
ches, Families, or perſons within the ſame, whether by conſpiring, 
or plotting with others, or by his own tumnltuous and offerſive 
carriage, traducing, reproachins, quarrelling, challenging, aſ- 
ſaulring, battery, or in any other way, tending to publick diſtur- 
bance, in what place ſoever it be done, or ſhall defame any Court 
of Juſtice, or any of the Magittrates, or other Judges of any ſuch 
Court within this Juriſdiftion in re{pet of any AR, or ſentence 
therein paſſed ; every ſuch offender upon due proof made, either 
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in the Genereil Court, Court of Magiſtrates, or particular Court, 
( if the tryall, and iſſuing of the caſe exceed not their limits ) 
ſhall be puniſhed by fine, impriſonment, binding to the peace, or 
good behaviour,disfranchiſement or baniſhmenr,according to the 
quality and meaſure of the offence, or diſturbance. 


Divorce or a Marriage declared a N ullity. 
Deſerion, CCC, 


It is Ordered, &c. That ifany marryed perſon proved an A- 
dulterer, or an Adultereſle, ſhall by flight, or otherwiſe, ſo with- 
draw. or keep out of the Juriſdiction, that the courſe of Juſtice 
( according to the mind and Law of God here eſtabl.ſhed ) can- 
not proceed to due execution, upon complaint, proof, and proſe- 
cution, made by the party concerned, and intereſſed, a ſeparati- 
on or Divorce, ſhall by ſertence of the Court of Magiſtrates be 
granted and publiſhed, and the innocent party ſhall in ſuch caſe 
bave liberty to marry again, Car. 19. 9. 

And ifany man marrying a woman fit to bear Children, or 
needing and requiring conjugall duty, and due benevolence from 
her husband, it be found ( after convenient forbearance and due 
tryall ) and fatisfyingly proved, That the husband, neither at the 
time of marriage, nor ſince, hath been, is, nor by the uſe of any 
lawfull means, 1s like to be able to perform or afford the ſame, 
upon the wives due proſecution, every ſuch marriage ſhall by the 
Court of Magiſtrates, be declared voyd, and a nullity, the woman 
freed from all conjugall relation to that mar, and ſhall have li- 
berty in due ſeaſon, if ſhe ſee cauſe, to marry another ; bur if in 
any ſuch caſe, deceipt be charged and proved, that the man be- 
fore marriage knew himſelf unfit for that relation, and duty, and 
yet proceeded, ſinfully to abuſe an Ordinance of God, and inſo 
high a meaſure to wrong the woman, ſuch ſatisfaction ſhall be 


wade to the injuried woman, out of the eſtate of the offendor, 


and ſuch fine paid to the Juri{diction, as the Court of Magiſtrates 
ſhall judge meet. Bur if any husband after marriage. and marri- 
age duty performed, ſhail by any providence of God be difabled, 
he fails not under this Law, nor any penalty therein. And it is 
further declared, That ifany husband ſhall without conſent, or 
juſt cauſe ſhewn, willfully deſert his wife, or the wife her _—_—_ 

actu- 
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actually and peremptoritly refuſing all Matrimonial ſociety, and 
ſhall obſtinately perſiſt therein, after due means have been uſed 
to convince and reclaim, the husband or wife ſo deſerted, may 
juſtly ſeek and expe help and relief, according to 1 Cor. 7. 15. 
And the Court upon ſatisfying evidence thereof, may not hold 
the innocent party under bondage. 


Dowryes. 


It is Ordered, &c. That every marryed woman ( living with 
her husband in this Juriſdi&tion, or other where abſent from him, 
with his conſent, or through his meer default, or inevitable pro- 
vidence, or in caſe of Divorce where ſhe is the innocent party ) 
that ſhall not before marriage be eſtated by way of Joynture (ac- 
cording to Agreement) in ſome Houſing, Lands Tenements, 
Hereditaments, or other means for tearm of her life, ſhall imme- 
diarely after the death of her husband, have right and intereſt by 
way of Dower, in and to one third part of all ſuch Houſes, Lands, 
Tenements and Hereditaments, as her faid husband was ſeized of 
to his own uſe, either in poſſeſſion, reverſion, or remiinder,with- 
10 this Juriſdiction, at any time during the marriage, to have and 
enjoy for tearm of her natural] life, according to the eſtate of 
ſuch husband, free, and freely diſcharged of and from all Titles, 
Debts, Rents, Charges, Judgements Executions, and other In- 
cumbrances whatſoever, had, made, or ſuffered by her ſaid huſ- 
band, during the ſaid marriage between them, or by any other 
perſonciaiming by,from,or under him,other - iſe then by anyA;, 
or conſent of ſuch wife,as this Court ſhall racifie,and allow.And if 
the Heir of the husband, or other perſon intereſſed,ſhall not with- 
in one month after la»full demand made, Aflign, and ſet out to: 
ſuch widow, her juſt third part with conveniency, or to her fati{- 
faction, according to the intent of this Law, then upon due com- 
plaint, and proſecution eicher before the Court of Magiſtrates,or 
Plantation Court, asthe caſe may require, her Dower, or third 
part, ſhall be aſligned and ſet forth by ſuch perſons as the Cour: 
ſhall appoint, with due coſts and damages. Provided that this 
Law ſhall not extend to any Houſes, Lands, Tenemerts, or other 
Hereditaments, ſold orconveyed away by any husband boxa fide, 
for valuable conſideration before this Law was publiſhed. And it 

is 
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-35 further Ordered, That every ſuch wife, as before expreſſed, im- 


mediately after the death of her husband, ſhall have intereſt in, 


-and unto, one third part of all ſuch Money, Goods and Chattels, 


of what kind ſoever, whereof her husbard ſhall dye poſſeſſed, (fo 
much as ſhall be ſufficient for the diſcharge of his Funerall, and 
jaſt debts, beins firlt deducted ) to be allowed, and ſet out to her 
( as before appointed ) for her Dower ; provide\ atwayes, that 
every ſuch widow endowed as aforefaid, ſhall from time to time, 
mainrain all ſuch Houſes, Fences, Inclof:ires, wich whar elfe ſhall 
be for her life aligned to ber of ſuch Eſtate, far her Dowry, and 
ſhall in all reſpects leave the fame in good and ſufficient repaire, 
neither committing nor ſuffering any trip, or wat. 


Ecclefraſticall Proviſions. 


raſmuch as the word of (God, as it 15 contained in the Holy 
KL Scriptures,is a pure and precious light, by God in his free aad 
rich grace given to his people, to guide and dire them in ſafe 
paths to everlaſting peace. And for that the Preaching of the 
ſame,ina way of due Expoſition and Application,by ſuch as God 
doth furniſh and ſend, is through the preſence and power of the 
holy Ghoſt , the chief ordinary means appointed of God for 
Converſion, Edification, and Salvation, It is Ordered, That if 
any Chriſtian ( ſo called ) ſhall within this Juriſdiction, behave 
himſelf contemptuoully toward the word Preached, or ply 
ſer thereof,called, and faithfully diſpenſing the fame in any Can- 
oregation, cither by interrupring bim in his Preaching, or falſly 
charging him with errour, to the diſparagement and hindrance of 
the work of Chriſt in bis hands, every fuch perſon or perſons, 
ſhall be duly puniſhed, either by the Plantation Court, or Court 
of Magiſtrates, according to the quality and meaſure of the of- 
fence, that all others may fear to break out into ſuch wicked- 
nelle. : 

And it is farther Ordered, That whereſoever the Miniſtry of 
the word is eſtabliſhed within this Jarſ(&1R1O0n, according to the 
Order ofthe Goſpel,every perſon according to the mind of God, 
ſhall duly reſort and attend thenveunto, upon the Lords dayes at 
feaſt, and alſo upon dayes of publickFaftivg, or Thankſgwing, 
Ordered to be generally kept and abſerved. Andif any = 

| Within 
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within this Juriſdiction, ſhall withour juſt and neceſſary cauſe, ab- 
ſent or withdraw from the ſame, he ſhall after due means of con- 
viction uſed, for every ſuch ſinfull miſcarriage, forfeit five ſhil- 
jings to the Plantation, to be levied as other Fines. 

It is further Ordered, That all the people of God within this 
Juriſdition, who are not ina Church way, being Orthodox in 
judgement, and not ſcandalous in life, ſhall have full liberty to 
gather themſelves into a Church eſtate, provided they doe it in a 
Chriſtian way, with due obſervation of the Rules of Chriſt, re- 
vealed in his word ; provided alſo, that this Court doth nor, nor 
hereafter will approve of any ſuch company of perſons, as ſhall 
joyn in any pretended way of Church fellowſhip, unleſſe they 
ſhall firſt in due ſeaſon, acquaint both the Magiſtrates, and the 
Elders of the Churches within this Colony, where and when they 
intend to joyn, and have their approbation therein. Nor ſhall 
any perſon beinga Member of any Church, which ſhall be gathe- 
red without fuch notice given, and approbation had; or who is 
not a Member of fome Church in New-England, approved by 
the Magiſtrates, and Churches of this Colony, be admitred to the 
freedome of this Juriſdiction. 

And that the Ordinances of Chriſt may be upheld, and com- 
fortable proviſion made and continued, for a due maintenance of 
the Miniſtry according to the Rule, 1 (%. 9.6. to 12. Gal. 6. 
6. It is Ordered, That when, and ſo oft as there ſhall be cauſe, 
either through the perverſneſſe, or negligence of men, the parti- 
cular Court ineach Plantation, or where no Court is held, the 
Deputies laſt choſen for the Generall Court with the Conſtable, 
or other Officer for preſerving peacc, &c, ſhall call all the Inha- 
bitants, whether Planters, or Sojourners before them, and deſire 
every one particularly to ſet down what proportion he is willing 
and able to allow yearly, while God continues his eſtate, towards 
the maintenance of the Miniſtry there. But ifany one, or more, 
to the diſcouragement or hindrance of this work, refuſe or delay, 
or fet down an unmeet proportion in any and every ſuch caſe, 
the particular Court, or Deputies and Conſtable as aforeſaid, 
ſhall rateand aſleſſe every ſuch perſon, according to his viſible 
eſtate there, with due moderation, and in equall proportion with 
his neighbours. But if after that,, he deny, or delay, or tender 
unſuitable payment, it ſhall be recovered as other juſt debts. And 
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1s further Ordered, That if any man remove from the Plantat'- 

on where he lived, and leave or ſuffer his Land there, or any part 

of it, tO lye Unimproved, neither ſelling it ror freely ſurrecdring 

it to the Plantation, be ſhall pay one third part of what he paid 

betore, for his movable eſtate and Lands alſo. And in each Plan- 
bation where Miniſters mairtenarce is allowed in a free way, with- 
out Rating, he ſhall pay one third part of what otuer men of the 
1oweſt rark, enjoying ſuch accomodations, doe pay : But if any 
removing ſettle near the ſaid Plantation, and continue fill to im- 
prove his Land, or ſuch part of it as ſeems good to himſelf, he 
ſhall pay two third parts of what he paid before, when he lived 
13 the Plantation, both for moveable eſtate, and Land, or two 
third parts of what others of like accomodation pay. 


Eſcheates. 


It is Ordered, &c. That where no Heire, or Owner of Hou- 
ſes, Lands, Tenements, Goods, or Chatrels, can be found upon 
the deceaſe of the late Teſtator or Proprietor. A true Invento- 
ry of every ſuch Eſtate, in all the parts, and parcels of ir, ſhall 
witi the firſt conveniency be duly taken, and a juſt appriſement 
made upon Oath, by fit men thereunto appointed by the Magt- 
ftrate,or ſuch Authority as at that time inthe Plantation, where 
the ſaid eſtate is ; and the whole eſtate to be ſeized to the publick 
Treaſury, tillthe true Heires or Owners ſhalt make due claime 
thereto, unto whom the ſame ſhall be reftored, upon juſt and 
reaſonable tearms. 

Falſifying ſee Forgery. 
Fences, fee Catiel. 
Fines, (ee Rates. 


Fre, 


T is Ordered, cc. That whoſoever ſhall kindle any fire in 

. Woods, or Grounds, lying in common, or incloſed, ſo as the 
ſame ſhall burn Fences, Buildings, or cauſe any other damage, 1n 
any ſeaſon or manner,not allowed by the Authority 1n that Plan- * 
ration, ox 0n the laſt day of the week, or onthe Lords day, ſuch 


perſon ſhall pay all damages, and balf fo much more, for a fi 
to: 
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to the Plantation, and if not able to pay, ſhall be eorporally pu- 
niſhed, as the Court ſhall judge meet. But whoſoever ſhall wit- 
tingly and willingly burn, or deſtroy any Farm,or other building, 
Timber hewed, ſawn, or riven, heaps of Wood, Charcoal, Corn, 
Hey, Straw, Hemp, Flax, or orher Goods he ſhall pay double or 
treble damages, as the Court ſhall judge meer , or if not able to 


make ſuch reſtitution, he ſhall be either ſold for a ſervant till by 


his labour he may doe it, or be ſeverely puniſhed, as the caſe may 
require. 


Forgery or Falſfying. 


It is Ordered, ec. That if any perſon ſhall forge or fallifie 
any Deed or Conveyance, Teftament, Bond, Bill, Releaſe, Acquit- 
tance, Letter of Attorney, or any Writing to pervert Equity and 
Juſtice, he ſhall ſtand on the Pillory three ſeverall Leure dayes, 
or other dayes of moſt publick reſort, as the Plartation Court or 
' Court of Magiſtrates ( according to the value of the Cauſe ) ſhall 
appoint, and ſhall render double damages to the party wronged ; 
and further, he ſhall be diſabled to give any Evidence to any 
Court, or Magiſtrate in this Juriſdiction, till upon his Repentance 
ſatisfyingly manifeſted to the Court of Magiſtrates, he be by ſen- 
tence releaſed from it. | 


Farnication. 


It is Ordered ec. That if any man ſhall commit Fornication 
with any ſingle woman, they ſhall be puniſhed, either by enjoyn- 
ing marriage, or fine, or corporall puniſhment, any, or all theſe, 
as the Court of Magiſtrates, or Plantation Court duly conſidering 
the caſe with the circumſtances, ſhall jadge moſt agreeable to the 
word of God. 

Frandulent Conveyances, 
ſee Conveyanees. 


F 2 Gamime. 
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Gammg. 


prevent much inconvenience which may grow by Gaming, 

A. It is Ordered, That no perſon, who either as an Inn-keeper, 
or ſeller of ſtrong Liquors, Wine or Beer, entertaines ſtrangers or 
others, to lodge, or eat, or drink, ſhall permit or ſuffer any to 
uſe the Game of : huMeboard, or any other Gaming within his 
houſe, or limits, under the Penalty of twenty ſhillings for every 
time ſo offending. And what ever perſon or perſons ſhall ſo play 


or Game, in any ſuch houſe, or place, or in any other Gaming 


houſe, where there is a common reſort to ſuch Play, or Gaming, 
ſhall forfeit for every ſuch offence five ſhillings. And whoſoever 
ſhall ſo play, or game for money, or money.worth, ſhall further 
ſorfeit double the value thereof, one half to the informer, ard the 
reſt Y the Plantation, within the limits whereof he ſo played or 
Samed, 


Herefie. 


Although no Creature be Lord, or have power over the faith 
and conſciences of men, nor may conſtreyn them to believe, or 
profeſſe, againſt their conſciences, yet to reſtreyn , or provide 
againſt ſuch as may bring in dangerous Errours or Hereſies,tend- 
ing to corrupt and deſtroy the ſoules of men, It is Ordered, &c. 
That ifany Chriſtian within this Juriſdiction, ſhall. goe about to 
ſubert or deſtroy the Chriſtian faith, or Religion, by broaching, 


- publiſhing, or maintaining any dangerous errour, or Hereſte, or 


ſhall endeavour to draw, or ſeduce others thereunto, every ſuch 
perſon ſo offending, and continuing obſtinate therein, after due 
means of conviction, ſhall be fined, baniſhed, or otherwiſe ſe- 


' verely puniſhed, as the Court of Magiſtrates duly conſidering the 


offexce, with the aggravating circumſtances, and danger like to 
enſue, ſhall judge meet. 


Horſes. 
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Horſes. 


Whereas many queſttons, and ſometimes troubleſorae ſuites 
crow betwixt men, about Horſes running together in the Woods 
unmarked, It is Ordered That each Plantation in this Juriſdici- 
on ſhall have a marking iron, or fleſh-brand, for themſelves in 
particular, to diſtinguiſh the Horſes of one Plantation from ano- 
ther; namely New-haven an iron made to ſet on the impreſiion 
ofan H, as a brand-mark, £Mfordan M, Gailforda G, Stam- 
jord anS, Southold anS with an O in the middle of it, Brainford 
a T. Which Plantation brand-mark, is to be viſibly and as ſuffici- 
ently as may be, ſet upon the near bnttock of each Horſe, Mare, 
and Colt, belonging to that Plantation. Befide which, every 
Owner is to have, and mark his Horſe or Horſes with his own 
particular fleſh-brand having ſome Letter, or Letters of his 
name, or ſuch diſtinguiſhing mark, that one mans Horſes may be 
known from anothers. And that in each Plantation there be an 
Officer appointed; to Record each particular mans mark, and to 
ſee each particular mans Horſe, Mare, and Colt, branded, and to 
rake notice, and record the age of each of them as near as he can, 
with the colour, and all obſervable marks, whether naturall or 
artificial, and what artificiall marks it had before the branding, 
whether on the ear, or elſwhere, with the year and day of the 
menth when branded. And in each Plantation, the Officer for 
his care and patns, to have fix pence of the owner, for each Horſe, 
Mare, or Colt, ſo branded and Recorded. And that after the pub- 
liſhing hereof, every one who hath any Horſe, or Horſes,of what 
age or kind ſoever, doe duly attend this Order, at his perill ; the 
Officer alſo 1s to require as ſatisfying evidence of his right, who 
preſents any ſuch Horſe, cc. as may be had, or to Record any 


defect of ' due Evidence, that a way may be open to other 
claimes, 


Impoſt npow Wines, and firong Liquors. 


Or the better ſupport of the Government of this Juriſdici- 4 
on, &'c. That every Perſon, Merchant,Seaman, or other,who Row 13.7.. 
ſhall bring any Wine into any Harbour, or place within this Co- 


lony 
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lony ( except it come d.cectly from Englayd, or out of ſome 0- 
ther Rarbour within this Juri{dition, where they have already 
pad Cuſtome, and that certified dy the Officer who received it, 
before he or they Land 0: diſpoſe any of it, more or leffe ) ſhall 
firlt make ertry of ſu many Buts, Pipes, or other Veſlels, as he, 
they, or any of them ſhall put, take on ſhore, or any way dif- 
poſe, by a note in writing, delivered to the Juriſdi&1ton Treaſurer 
at his houſe, or to ſcme other Officer, appointed by each Planta- 
tion, who is to be upon his Oath for the ſaid ſervice, under the 
penalty of forfeiture and confiſcation of a!l ſuch Wines as contra- - 
ry to this Order, are or ſhall be landed or fold before ſuch Entry 

made, whereſoever found,or ſome lefſe penalty,as the Court ſhall 
judge meer, upon proof that the errour was comrnitted through 
ignorance, And the firſt buyer, under the ſame penalty, 

ſhall ſee the ſame be done, the one half to the Jeriſdiction, and 
the other half ro him that informs, and proſecutes in the caſe. 
And the Merchanr, or Owner of ſuch Wines of any kind, as ſoon 

as he imports, Lards, and ſells them, or any of them, ſhall deliver 
ar.d pay to the ſaid Treaſurer, or Officer, for every But or Pipe 
of Fiall wines, or any cther wines of thoſe Iſlands, five ſhillings 

for every Pipe of Madary wines, {ix ſhillings and eight pence ; for 
every But or Pipe of Sherrs Sack, Malir, or Canary wines, ten 
ſhillings; for Baſtards, Tents, and <Alligants, ten ſhillings : 
And proportionably for greater or leſſer Veſſels of each kind And 
for every Hogſhead of French wines, two ſhillings and fix pence, 
and proportionably for greater or lefler Veſſels. And upon p:oof 
that any the forementioned wines, have been imported or landed, 

without ſuch entry and payment, if neither the ſeller nor wine can 
be found, then double the value of the ſaid Cuſtomes, by this Or- 
der due to the Juriſdiction, are to be recovered by way of Altion, 
as Other debts, of the firſt buyer of the ſaid wines, if it will not be 
paid otherwiſe. 

And it is further Ordered, That whoſoever ſhall bring any 
ſtrons liquor, of what kind ſoever,into any Harbour or other part 
of this Colony ( unleſle directly out of Exg/and, or out of fome 
other part of this Juriſdition, where Cuſtome hath been paid, 
and certified, as in the caſe of wines ) before he or they land or 
diſpoſe of any of it, more or leſfe, ſhall firſt make a true and full 
entry, of the quantity he ſhall ſo import, or cauſe to be imported 


or 


C45 ] 

or landed, by a note in writing delivered to the Juriſdiction Trea» 
ſurer at his houſe,or to jome other Officer, as in the caſe of wines, 
under the like penalty of forfeiture,with mitigation if the caſe re- 
quire it, as there, the one half tothe Juriſdiction, the othec half 
to him that informs and profecutzs. And the owner, or impor- 
ter of any ſuch ſtrong liquor, as ſoon as he lands, imports, and 
ſells it, or any part of it, ſhall Celiver ard pay to the ſaid Treaſu- 
rec, or Officer, for every Anchor containing ten Gallons, fix ſhil- 
lings and eight pence,and (o for greater or leſſer quantities,name-_ 
ly afcer the rate of eight pence a Gallon. And the firſt buyer 
ſhall under the ſame penalty, ſeethat fuch entry and payment be 
duly made. And that whoſoever within tliis Colony, ſhall at any 
time for ſalz or merchandize, diftill any ſort of ſtrong liquor, he 
. or ſhe ſhall within eight dayes after the ſame is diftiJled, and fo 
ready for uſe, or fale, give in a like true note in writing, of the 
full quantity fo Ciſtilled, to the Treafurer, or other Officer, un- 
der the like penalty, and ſhall within three months after, duly 
pay, or cauſe to be paid to the faid Treaſurer, or Officer, after 
the rate of eight pence a Gallon, for the full quantity fo diftilied, 
and upon proof, that any ſuch ſtrong liquor hath been diftitled 
and fold without ſuch ectry and payment, the value thereof ſhall 
be forfeited to the Jur:{difion, unlefſe cauſe of mitigation ap- 
pear, as intheWines. And that no perſon at any time retaile any 
ſort of ſtrong liquor within chis Jurifdiction, without exprefle h- 
cenſe from the Authority of the Plantation, within the limits 
whereof he ſo ſells, wherein the ſeiling of leſle then three Gallons 
at a time, 15 tO be accounted retaile, and that due moderation be 
attended in priſes, when it is ſo retailed. Bur that none of any 
ſort, be at any time fold, above three ſhillings and ſix pence a 
wine quart. Laſtly, it is Orflzred, Thatif any diſtilling fach firong 
liquor within this Celony,fhall by way of Trade or Merchandize, 
after he hath paid ſuch Cuſtome, ſhip and ſend forth out of this 
Juriſdiction, any quantity of the ſame, he ſhall for ſo much, have 
the Ty Cuſtome repayed, by ihe Treaſurer, or Officer who re- 
ceived. it, 


Impriſoument. 
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Impriſonment. 


It is Ordered, That no mans perſon ſhall be impriſoned either 
for Fine, or Debt, to the Jurildiction or Plantation, or particular 
perſon, if any competent means of ſatisfaQion from his eſtate, 
doe otherwiſe appear ; butif no ſuch eſtate be known, nor can 
preſently be found, or if contempt or other proud and offenſive 
behaviour againſt the Court, or any Authority here ſetled, be 
mingled with his cauſe, he may be impriſoned, and kept in priſon 
at his own charge, if he be able, till ſatisfa&ion be made,or till the 
Court which committed him, or ſome ſuperiour Court, ſee cauſe 
to releaſe him. Provided nevertheleſſe, That no mans perſon 
ſhall be kept in priſon for debt, at the will of the Creditor, but 
when there appears ſome eſtate which he will not produce, in 
which caſe, any Court, or Commiſlioners Authorized by the Ge- 
neral| Court, may adminiſter an Oath to the party,or any others, 
ſuſpe&ted to be employed, or privy to the conveying away, or 


concealing of ſuch eſtate, or ſome of it ; but if any ſuch perſon 


or perſons, in ſuch caſe, being ſo required, ſhall refuſe to diſco- 


ver the truth by Oath, he ſhall be liable to ſuch fine, as the 


Court duly weighing the caſe ſhall judge meet , but if no eſtate 
can be found, to pay or fatisfie ſuch juſt debt, or debts, every 
ſuch debtor ſhall ſatisfie by ſervice, if the Creditor, or Credi- 
cors require it, for ſuch time, as the Court conſidering the 
debt, ſhall with due moderation judge meet ; but ſhall not be 
fold to any out of the United Engliſh Colonyes, if the debt grow 
by any ordinary way of borrowing, contract, or other engage- 
ment, and not by finfull and heynous miſcarriages, which d:- 
fturb the publick peace, which the Court to whoſe cognizance 
ſuch caſes are proper, will duly weigh and conſider. 
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It is Ordered, &c. That ifany perſons ſhall commit Tnce?, 
which is, when being near of kin, within thedegrees by God 
forbidden, they wickedly defile themſelves one with another, 
they ſhall be put to death, Levit: 20. 11; 12, 14, 17,19,20,21. 

Et, Indians. 

It 1s Ordered, &c. That no Planter, Inhabitant, or Sojour- 
ner within this Juriſdi&ion, ſhall dire&aly, or indireQly for 
himſelf,or any other,purchaſe,or truck any Plantation,or land, 
upland , or Meadow more orleſs, of any Indian, Indians, or 
others from them, either upon the Maine between ConneFicut 
River,and Hudſons River,or upon Long Ifland, nor ſhal receive 
any land by way of gift, or upon any other tearms, for his or 
their, or any, either private or publick uſe, or advantage, or as 
Agent.for others who may pretend to begin a Plantation with* 
out expreſ's licenſe , either from the Court of Magiſtrates for 
this Juriſdi&ion, or at leaſt from ſome one of the Plantation 
Courts,where there is a Magiſtrate, and Deputies. And in the 
latter caſe, the Land to lye G as neither in point of Title, nor 
conveniency may concern any other Plantation, but onely the 
Plantation ſo licenſing, under the penalty of loſing and torfei- 
ting all the Right and Title purchafed , or obtained in any 
ſuch Land,with ſuch further puniſhment for contempt as the 
Court ſhall judge meet. Ani if any perſon or perſons within 
this Juriſdition,by what way or means ſoever be already juſt- 
ly poſleſt,or interrefſed of or in any Land within the limits be- 
fore mentioned, he or they ſhal neither dire&ly nor indirealy 
by gift, ſale, or.upon any other confideration cr reſpe&, alie- 
nate orreturn the right he or they have inthe ſame, or an 
part of it to the Indians, or any of them, withour licenſe trom 
this Court; and if any Plantation within this Juriſdi&ion ſbal 
hereatter.purchaſe, or upon any tearms receive, or obtaine Ti- 
tleor Right toany Land from the Tridians , or others from 
them, which may concern?, or beconveniert to another plan. 
tation within this JuriſdiAion alſo; and ſo there grow any 
queſt!on or difference either in reference to the Land , or this 
Order, it ſhall be heard aad determined by this Court, that 


peace may be cantinued, and the conveniency of cack Planta- 
tion provided for. 
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And the better to ſuppreſs orreſtrain the inconveniences or 
miſchiefs which may grow by a general and unlimited furnj- 
fhing of the Indians with gune,powder, ſhot,or any other wea« 
pons or inſtruments proper or uſeful in or for war. It is Or« 
dered, That whoſozverof; or within-this JuriſdiAton, or any 
part thereof ſhal dirz&ly or indire&ly,by himſelfor any other, 
ſel, bater, give,lend, Ioſe, or by any means, 'or device whatſo- 
ever, furniſh any 11dian or Indians, or any for them, with any 
guns ſmal or great, by whatname ſoever called, orwith any 
powder; ſhot, lead, or ſhot mould, ogwith any ſtocks or locks 
tor guns, or ſwords, rapiers, daggers, or blades for any ſuch; 
or pikes, pike-heads, halberts, arrow-heads, or any otherpro- 
viſion or furniture for War of what kind ſoever, whether fully 
finiſhed or not; or what Smith, or other perſon within or be- 
longing to this JuriſdiQion ſha mend any gun, ſtock, or any 
thing belonging to it, or procure it to be done,or any the fore- 
mentioned,or other weapons or inſtruments proper,or uſed for 
war,without expreſs-written Licenſe from this general Court, 
or ſome one or more Deputed by them to give ſuch Licenſe 
with dire&ions upon what termes, and in-what manner, ſuch 
a trade with a due reſpe&'to all-the Premiſes ſhal be managed. 
fhal forfeit and pay to the JurifdiAion twenty times the value 
of what ſhal be ſold, bartered, or any way alienated, mended, 
or upon any contriv ement or device done contrary to the te- 
nour and true meaning of this Order,or any part of it, whereof 
one 4tli part goeth to the Informer, &the reſt to theJuriſdidion. 
And to the ſame purpoſe and end,it is further Ordered,that 
whoſoever ſhal either dire&ly or indire&ly ſeLbartar,or cauſe 
to be ſold &c. any guns, powder, ſhot, lead,or any of the fore- 
mentioned inſtruments or proviſions for warr , to any perion 
or perſons inhabiting out of this Juriſdi&ion, without licenſe 
trom two Magiſtrates of this Juriſdi&ion under their hands, 
orwhere ther? is but one Magiſtrate under his hand, and the 
hands of two Deputies for the Plantation Court, ſhal as a fine 
for his breach of order and contempt pay five times the value 
of whatſhal be ſo fold,bartered, &c. 
And it is further Ordered, That the Magiſtrate o1 Magi- 
ſtrates who at any time give any ſuch licenſe under their hands 
(hal keep a true account in wtiting of all the particulars, and 
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quantities,he or they ſo licenſe,to whom & upon what grounds 
that upon any queſtion this Court may receive ſatisfaCtion 
therein; and that every ſuch licenſe belimited, as to the perti« 
cular things and quantities; ſo to the time that it the ſame or 
any part thereof benot within the limited time ſould and deli- 
vered;the licenſe for the whole , or ſuch partto be altogether 
void,and each fale or delivery after,without a new Licenſe to 
be adjudged a breach of this Order. 

And the better to prevent controverſies and diſturbance be- 
' twixtthe Engliſh and Indians in this Juriſdiftion 3 it is Orde- 

red, That whoſoever ſhal upon any occafion traſt,or take eyn 
or pledge of any Indian for the ſecuring or payment of any 
thing ſold orlent,he ſhal neither after take any thing from him 
or them by force, for, or toward ſatisfaCtion, nor diſpoſe of a- 
ny pawn, or pledg fo received , thoughthe vime ſet for redee- 
ming it be enquired, without either conſent of the Indian , or 
licenſe from the Court, or from the authority ſerled in the 
Plantation where he lives. 

Indians ſee further, into the title of Inn-keepers, 
Tipling, and Drunkenneſs. 
 Trdifiments. 
? If anyperſon ſhall be indiged of, or legally charged with 
any capitall crime (who is not then in durance )and ſhal with- 
draw, or refuſe to render hisperſort'to ſome Magiſtrate, or Of- 
ficer for this JuriſdiAion, within one one month, after three 
proclamations publickly made in the Town , or Plantation 
where he did formerly uſually abide,rhere being a full moneth 
betwixt Proclamation and Proclamation; his lands and goods 
{hall be ſeized to the uſe of the Juriſdiaion(and ordered with 
due reſpect to his faniily,as the Court of Magiltrates ſhal judge 
meet) till he-make his lawfulappearance, Andtich withdraw- 
ing of himſelt ſhall ſtand in ſtead of one witneſſe to prove thz 
crime charged , unlefſe he can make it appeare to the Court 
that he was neceſſarily hindered- 
Inkeepers, Tipling, Drunkenneſs. 

It is orde red,8&c. That no perſon , or perſons , thall at any 
time hereafter, under any pretence or colour whatſoever, un- 
deriake or become a common Vi&ualler, keeper of a Cooncs 


Ezra 7. 26. 


ſhop, or hoaſe for common entertainment*T avern , or pub] c< ' 


G 2 ſell-r 


(52/) 
ſcllerof Wine, Alc, ſtrong Beere, or ftrong IT by retaile 


within this Juriſdidtion ; nor ſhall any either dire&ly or in- 
direly, («ll any fore of Wine privately in his houſe, Cellar, 
&c. or out of doores, by a lefſe quantity, or under three gal- 
lons at a time, without approbation and licenſe of the Planta- 
tion-Court to which he belongerh : or where there is no ſuch 
Court, without the licenſe of the Conſtable,and major part of 
the free-men, under the penalty of tive pounds, to be paid to 
the Plantation for the firſt miſcarriage complained of, and 
| proved; and ten pounds for the ſecond miſcarriage ſo proved: 
And where payment cannot or wil not be made, impriſonment 
during the Courts pleaſure, for the firit offence, and for the ſe» 
cond offence, ſuch further puniſhment as the Court ſhall order. 
And that no perſon ſo licenſed ſhal ſell any Beere, or Ale,above 
three pence an Ale quart, under the penalty of three ſhillings | 
and four pence for ſuch miſcarriage, proved the firſt time, and | 
fix ſhillings and eight pencethe ſecond time. But it is allowed F 
and ordered, that any man that will may ſell Beere or Ale out 
of doores,at a peny a quart,or ſe 
It is further ordered, That whoſoever licenſed as before, ſel- 
leth any ſort of Wine by retaile, that is, by any lefſe quantity 
then three gallons at a time, heſhall pay to the Juriſdi&ion 
Treaſurer over and abovethe Cuſtome before mentioned, after 
_ therateof forty ſhillings fer every But, or pipe fo re-taled; and 
every one;that ſo ſclleth by retale, ſhal give a true account and 
noticeto the faid Treaſurer,or to ſome other Officer appointed 
for that purpoſe in each plantation, of the true or ful quantity, 
which he either buyeth or receiveth into his cuſtody, and that 
within one week after he is ſo poſſefled of it, upon paine of 
forfeiting the ſame, or the value thereok; and ſhal further every 
ſix months, truly account with the Juriſdi&ions Treaſurer, or 
other Officer as afereſaid, for what he hath ſold by Re-tale 
as aforef{aid;and diſcharge the ſame, having due allowance for 
what he hath ſold by greater parcels, then by this Order is ac- 
counted Re-tale; and in caſe of delay, or negle& ot payment 
after demand,the Treaſurer or Officer ſhal recover it by a&ion 
as other debts, provided that if any perſon ſhal give in a falſe 
account to defraud the Juriſd}&ion upon due proof,he ſhal pay 
double the value of what he would ſo have kept back. PHY 
n 
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. © Andit is turther ordered, that every perſon fo licenſed to 
draw and ſel ſtrong Beer, Ale, Wine, orftrong liquour, do ſee, 
and take care that good order, andall Rules of ſcbriety be 
duly attended in his courſe, ; and houſe, and about the ſame; 

and that he neither ſce,nor ſuffer any to be drunken,or to drink 

exceſſively, or to continue Tipling above the ſpace of an hour, 
or at unſcaſonable times ; or after nine of theclock at night 
without weighty cauſe,nor that any Children or ſervants with 
out the conſent of Parents,or governors bepermitted to fit, or 
ſtay there drinking or unneceſfarily to ſpend their time there, 
eſpecially atlate or unſeaſonable hours, but that he duly com- 
plain to authority, that all ſuch diſorders may be ſeaſonably 
ſuppreſſed,under the penalty of 5 ſhillings forthe firſt offence, 
with ſuch increaſe of hne for a continued flightneſs or negte& 
as the Court ſhal determine. 36k 
Provided notwithſtanding, That ſuch licenſed perſons may 
entertain ſtrangers, land travellers, Sea-faring men,lodgers,for 
others for their neceſſary occaſions, refreſhment, or during 

meales, when they come trom their Journies or Voyages, or 

when they prepare tor their Journey or Voyage in the night,or 

nextday early, or ſuc}. may continue in Fas houſes of com- 

mon entertainment,..s their bufineſs and lawful occaſjons may 
require,(o that there be no diſorder among them. | 
But every perſon found drunken, namely ſo, That he be 

thereby for the preſent bereaved, or diſabled in the uſe of his 

underſtanding, appearing, in his ſpeech,jeſture.or carriage'in a« 

ny of the ſaid houfcs or elſewhere, ſhal forfeit for the firſt time 

ten ſhillings; and for exceſs of drinking, or continuing in any 

ſuch place unneceſfarily at unſeaſonable times, or after nine of 

the clock at night five ſhillings,and for continuing tipling there 

above the ſpace of an hour two ſhillings ſix pence for the firſt 

offen:e,and for the ſecond offence in each kind,and for all furs 

ther diſorder, quarrelling, or diſturbance, whether a firſt or 

ſecond time, ſuch further fine or puniſhment as the Court ſhall 

determine. | 

And for that God may be much diſhonoure d, and many In- 
couveniences may grow by the Indians diſorderly drink- 7,4; ys. 
ing of Wine, ſtrong Water, and ſtrong Beere, unto which they ; 


are much addiQed; it is Ordered, That no perſon ge 
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ſhal either direW&ly or indire&ly within this Juriſdiftion,ſel a, 

ny Wine, ſtrong Water, or ſtrong Beere to any 1ndian or Id;- 
aus, Or procure any for them, either to drink within this Ju- 
ri{diftion, or upon any pretence to carry away without ſpecial 
licenfe under the hand of ſome Magiſtrate ofthis Juriſdition, 
or in any plantation where there ts no Magiſtrate ,. nnder- the 
hand of one of the Deputies, or Conſtable where he lives; >nq_ 
that no licenſe ſo given ſhal ſerve ,- or be of force any longer 
then for that one particular time, and ſorthe limited quantiry 
then granted, under the penalty of five ſhillings for the firſt of. 
fence, and en ſhillings For the ſecond; bur if any ſhal oftena 
the third time therein,it is left to the Plantation Court where 
the offence is committed to conſider the caſ:, and” to infli& 
ſuch puniſhment or increaſs of fine as ſhal be meet; and in any 
plantation,where at preſent there is no CourtRept, the Depu- 
ties laſt choſen for the general Court , or Conſtable, ſhall re- 
quire the forfeitures, and for defeC ofpayment make ſeizure 
of ſo much out of the Delinquents eſtate; bur if any perſon 
ſhal offend the third time, every ſuch perſon ſhal by the ſaid 
Depuries, or Conſtable, be pound over te anſwer it before the 
next Court of Magiſtrates _. 

| Laws without penalty. 

Ic is by this Court declared and Ordered, That in all Laws 
and Orders formerly, now, or hereafter to be made,where no 
fine, or penalty is exprefſed and limited, all Tranſgrefſours 
have been,are, and ſhall be lyable to ſuch penalties, or puniſh- 
ments as.the Court of Magiſtrates, or any plantation Court, to 
which the Cognizance appertains, weighing the nature of the 
oftence , with the circumſtances ſhall judge meet , liberty 
of Appeales, or Complaints , as in other Caſes, being duty 
preſerved. RD eg 
' Leather, and Shoo-makers. 

Upon conſideration of the damage or injury which many 
ſuſtaine by the ill coming of Lzather,and by the Shooz-makers 
11] making it up into ſhoves, and boots. It is by this Court 
Ordered, That in everyPlantation within this |Juri{di&ion 
where either Tanner , or Shooe-maker .is imployed in their 
Trades, one or two Sealers ſhal be choſen, and appointed, as 
the occaſions require, who ſhal beunder Oath, faithfully (ac- 

| | cording 
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cording to their b2ſt ability) to diſcharge their traſt; and{hal 
ſcale no leather, but ſuch as they judg ſufficiently tanned, and 
fit to be wrought out, and ſold in ſhooes, and boots. And that 
every ſuch Plantation ſhal have two Seales, to diſtinguiſh be- 
twixt good Leather wel and ſufficiently tanned, and ſuch , as 
though tanned enough,ts in ſome other reſpe& defeFtive,either 
by overliming, or for want of being wel wrought upon the 
beame, or by froſt,or hath received ſome dammage in drying; 
ſo that though it may ſerve for inward or middle ſoals,yet not: 
for other uſes without dammage to the buyer, all which Lea- 
ther ſo defeAive, ſhall þ> ſealed with a different Seal: that it 
may be known to be faulty. But that which is not ſufficiently 
tanned,ſhal neither be ſeal ed,nor uſed in bootes, or ſhooes, til 
it be duly tanned. The choſing and appointing of which ſealer 
or Sealers, the print or mark, which each Plantation ſhal ſer 
upon their ſeals for good, or faulty Leather, with the Rate to 
be allowed for ſeating, being left to the ſeveral plantations, 
butno Tanner within this Juriſdi&ion ſhal upon any pretence 
ſel, deliver,cauſe, or ſuffer to be delivered, or paſs out of his 
hands,or cuſtody, any hide, or hides, til being fully dry, the 
be firſt ſealed by the Officer, or Officers thereunto -appointed, 
undec the penalty of forfeiting the ſaid Leather, or the 
"args of it to the plantation where the offence jis commits 
ted. 
And it is further Ordered, That ifany Shooe-maker ſhal 
uſe,or.put any unſealed Leather, cither in bootes, or Shooes,or 
put any of the forementioned faulty Leather (though tealed as 
ſuch) in any oatward ſoals, or upper Leather, or in any other 
Place, which may be hurtful tothe buyer, or wearer; or ſhall 
uſe any other way of deceit in making up his Ware, - he ſhall 
make due and ful recompence to the perſon, or perſons wron- 
ged, and complaining; and ſhal ſuffer ſuch-furcher puniſhment 
as his offence confidered with the circumſtances ſhal require; 
And whoſoever ſhal bring hides from any other place, and 
ſhal ſel or uſe any of theny for bootes'or thooes withinth is Ju= 
riſdi&ion, before they be ſealed by ſome Officer here , accor- 
ding to the import of this Order, or ſhal uſe them in bootes, or 
Shoozs,conrrary to the intent thereof; the Hides ſo fold or u- 
f{ed,, or the value of them ſhal be forfeited to the plancation 
wy ere 
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where the offence is committed,or ſuch Recompence, or Fine 
ſhal be made or paid, ( if it grow only of ignorance) as the 
caſe may require; provided that if both buyer and ſeller be 
faulty, they ſhal pay the Forfeit betwixt them; but due tender- 
nefs and Reſpect is to be had of an innocent ſtranger who 
brings, (els, or uſes good leather .though for want ofmeanes to 
know the law,it were unſealed. 


Levies, ſee Marſhall. 
Lying. 


It is Ordered, That if any perſon above the age of fourteen 
years ſhal wittingly, and willingly make, and publiſh any lye, 
tending tothe damage, or injury of any particular perſon, or 
with intent to deceive andabuſethe people, with falſe newes, 
or Reports,or which may be any way pernicious to - the pub- 
lick weale; and the ſame complained of, and duly proved, ci- 
ther before any Court or Magiſtrate,” or where there is no-Ma- 
giſtrate, before the Conſtable, or other Officer, he calling one 
or two of the Freemen to him,(who'are hereby inabled-to hear 
and determine ordinary offehces of this nature , according to 
the tenour of this Law) the Offender ſhal pay to the Plantation 
wherehe'is proſecuted forhis lying, as it isa fin againſt God, 
for the firſt offence ten ſhillings; and. if after ſuch conviction 
he offendrhe ſecond time, he ſhal pay for that ſecond Offence 
twenty ſhillings, which Fines, or penaltics ſhal be ſeverally le- 
vied as in other caſes. Bur if any ſach perſon be not able, or 
utterly refuſe topay the faid Fines, or either of them, he ſhall 
in ſuch caſe be committed to the ſtocks; and for the firſt oftence 
ſhal continue there betwixt one and two hours; for the ſecond 
offence betwixt three and four hours. But if he offendthe third 
time,he ſhal be publickly whipt for the ſame; each Fon being 
notwithſtanding left to his liberty, to proceedfurther by ation 


of flaunder, defamation, or otherwiſe, as the caſe may require, 
But the ſaid Court, Magfftrate, or.other Officer, as before; find- 
ing weighty aggravations in the cafe, cither inthe {in againft 
God,or diſturbance, and damage to” the Publick , 'areto pro- 
ceed accordingly ;-or if need require may bind the Offender 
over to the Court of Magiſtrates, 


Mugs 
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Magiſtrates, or other Fudges in relation. 

To prevent occalions and jealouſiesof partial and undue 
proceeding in Courts of Juſtice : It is Ordered, that no Magi« 
ſtrate, or Deputy ſhal fit as a Judge,-or among the Judges when 
any Cauſe of his own is tryed ; and thatin every caſe of civil 
nature between party,and party,where there ſhal fal out ſo near 
Relation between any | dg,and any of the parties, as betwixt 
Father,and Son,either by nature,or Marriage,Brother and Bro- 
ther, Uncle and Nephew,Landlord and Tennant in matters of 
confiderable valew, wherein any of them being one of the 
Judges is concerned'; ſuch Judgthough he may bepretent at 
che Tryal,and may 
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ifit be nor otherwiſe to juſt ſatisfa&ion ifſued, 


Manſlaughter. 
It is Ord:red, That if any oeefon inthe juſt -and necefſary 
defence of his own life, or the life of anothax, ſhal kil any per- 
ſon attempting to Robb, or murther in the field, High-way,or 
other place,or to break into any dwelling houſe, if he cannot 
otherwiſe prevent the miſchiefe, or with ſafety of his own per- 
ſon take theFellon, or Aflgilant, and bring him to Tryal, he 
{hal be holden blameleſs. TR 
Marriage. 

[For the preventing of much inconvenience which may grow 
by clandeſtine and unlawſul marriages: It is Ordered, That 
no perſons ſhal be either contra&ed, or joyned in Marriage Auth 4. 9: 
before the intention of the parties proceeding therein , hath!®> "+ 
beenthree tunes pnbliſhed, at ſome time of publick Le&ur: ,or 
Town meeting in the Town, or Towns where the parties, or 
either of them dwel, or do ordinarily rehde ; or be ſet up in 
writing upon ſome poſt of their mecting houſe door,in publick 
view, there to ſtand ſo as it may be eafily read by the ſpace of 
fovrteen daies;and that no man unleſs he be a Magiſtrate in this 
Juriſdi&ion, or exprefly allowed by the General Court ſhall 
Marry any perſons, and that in a Pye place,if they be able 

| ro 
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Numb.30.s 
Exod: 22, 
7 6, I7. 


I Cor:7,5, 


4 


this Juciſdi&ion,ſhal by thefirſt opportunity,” epair to their ſaid 


>> 


(58) 
to go forth under the penalty of five pounds fine for every (ach 
miſcarriape. 

And the Court con/idering that much fin hath been commit- 
ted againſt God, and much inconvenience hath growen to 


ſome members of this Juriſdi&ion by the irregular and dif. 


oederly carriage of young perſons of both Sexcs, upon purpoſ: 
or pretence of Marriage;did,& doorder, That whoſoever with 
in this, Juriſdiction ſhal ateempe, or indeavour to inveagle, or 
draw the affecions of any Maide, or Maide-ſerrant, whether 
Daughter, Kinſwoman, or inorher Relation, for himſelf, or 
for any otherperſon , withour the conſent of Father, Maſter, 
Guardian, Governor, or ſuch other, who hath the preſent inte- 
reſt,or-charge, or (inthe abſence of ſuch) of the neareſt Magi- 
ſtrate, whether itbe by ſpeech, ;gvrizing, meſſage , company- 
coping, unnecdlary familiarity » diforderly night meetings, 
finful dalliance, gifty,or any other way, direAly or indireAly, 
every ſuch perſon (befideall co __ which the Parent,Go- 
vernor, or perſon intruſted, or interefſed, may ſuſtain by ſuch 
unlawful procepogs) ſhall pay to the Plantation forty ſhil- 
ty ſhillings for che firſt offence; . and for the'fecond 'offence tae 
wards the ſame party four pounds 3 and for the third offence 
he ſhal be further fined, impriſonel;'or corporally puniſhed, as 
the Plantation Court, or Court of Magiſtrates conſidering all 
circumſtances ſhal determine. - 

And whereas ſome perſons'men or women do live , or ma' 
come to ſettle within this Colony, whoſe Wives,or Clio: 
are in England or elſewhere, by means whereof Ithey are expo- 
ſed-to great temptations,and ſome ofthem Iiveunder ſuſpition 
of uncleanefſe , ifthey do not fal into lewd and finful courſes, 
It is therefore Ocdered', That all ſuch perſons living within 


Relations, (unleſs ſuch cauſe be ſhewen to the ſatisfaCtion of 
the Plantation Court,that further Reſpite and Tiberty be given) 
under the penalty of paying twenty pounds fine, for contempt, 
or negle& herein, Provided that this Order do not extend to 
Tuch asarezorſhal come over to make way tor their Families, 
or are ina tranſient way for trafick,Merchandiſe, or other jult 
occaſions for ſome ſmal time, | 


Mat 


: (59) 
Marſhall. 
That Juſtice may be the better executed, the Juriſdi&ions 
occations carried on. And that the Marſhal and other Officers 
may know how to demean themſelves in their places; It is Or- 
dered, That in caſe of Rates and Fines to be! leavied , and in 
caſe of Debts, and executions in civila@ions;The Officer ſhall 
firſt demand the ſumm que of the party,or at his houſe,or place 
of uſual abode, but upon refuſal or non-payment, he ſhal have 
ower (calling in ſuch aſliſtance as the caſe may require) to 
beck up the door of any houſe, cheſt, or place where he ſhal 
conceive, or have notice, that any goods liable to ſuch leavy 
or execution ſhal bez And if he be to tak e the perſon, hemay do 
the like, if upon demand he ſhal refuſe to render himtelft; And 
whatever charges the Officer in aty ſuch caſe ſhal be put unto, 
he ſhal have power toleavy the ſame;as he doth the Debt, Af- 
ſeſment, or Finez And in caſe the Officer be put to leavy any 
ſuch goods, 'as cannot without conſiderable charge,be convey- 
edto theplace where the Treaſurer , or patty dwelleth , who 
ſhould receive the fame, he ſhal levy the ſaid charge alſo, with 
the reſt;provided.it ſhaknotbe lawful for any ſuch Officer, to 
leavy any mans neceffary bedding,Apparel, Tooles, Armes, or 1 
ſuch implements of Houſholdftuff,as ſerve for his neceſſity,with According to | 
out expreſs direftion from the Court, upon whoſe EEntence,the = Pr 4 
execution or ſeizure was grounded, or ar leaſt, of ſome Map'- 5 ag Io | 
firate of the Juriſdi&ion, butinſuch caſes he ſhal Teavy his with Deur: 24+ | 
land or perſon. : And in no caſeſtial the Officer be put''to ſeek 15. ; 
out any mans eſtate, further thei his place of abode ;- bur it the 
party wil not diſcover his goods , of Lands to a ſufficient va- 
luz, the Officer may take his perſon. Lean 
And topreventthe inconveniences which may grow by the 
{lightneſs of ſome mens ſpirity,whoare apt to negle& and vio- 
late wholſome Orders and Laws ,madein the Jufiſdiftion, or 
Plantations, Jt is Ordered , That whoſozver ſhal be Fined by 
any Court for any diforder,or. breach ot. Law, every ſuch per- 
'on ſhal forthwith pay the Fine, or penalty, orput in ſecurity 
{pecdily to'do it,or elſe ſhal be impriſon2d, or kept to work, if 
ihe Courtu2on du conſideration of perſons, and circumſtan- 
ces judge itnot meet to make other ſeizure. - - 
"8 -- RR Or 


. 


Ezra 7. 26» 
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Maſters, and Servants, &c: 


Ic is Ordered,&c. That no Servant Male, or Female,or othet 
perſon under Goverament,ſhal'without licenie from His, Her, 
or their Maſters or Governors, either give, ſel, or truck any 
commodity whatſoever, during the time of their ſervice, or 
ſubje&ion, under the paine of ſuch Fins, or corporal puniſh- 
ment, as the Court upona due confideration of the offence, 
{hal judg meet; And thatwhoſoever ſhal receive from, or trade 
with any:Child, Son, or Daughter, under Age, and under Go« 
vernment, or with any ſervant, or ſervants, ina ſuſpitious dif- 
orderly manner, or thaFharbor, or entertainean fich in the 
night, or at other unfeaſonable times, or ſhal Caffer them diſor- 
derly to meet at any place within their power, or to'play at 
Shovel-board, or other game, or games, to.drink,{pend mony, 
or proviſions,or ſhal uſe or ſuffer any offenfive , finful carci- 
age, conference, counſel, or me which in their nature tend 
to corrupt, all ſuch perſons ſhal be liable to fuch Fines , or 0+ 


ther puniſhment;as the Churt ſhal judge meet. 


Moyning, woundiug, &c 


Tt any ſhal indiſtempered'paffion, or othcrwiſe,finfully hure 
wound, or maine another; ſuch perſon ſhal be puniſht by Fine, 
with ſome valuable Recompence to the party ; and fhal pay 
for the cure,with lofſe of time,&c. And when the caſe requires 
it, The Court of Magiſtrates are duly to conſider the mind of 
God,as it is revealed, Exod: 21. 18, to the 28, Levit:24. 19,20, 


"Military affairs. 


For as mach as the well' managing of the Militia, is under 
God, in all places, of great import,and concernment, . for pub- 
lick peace, and ſafety : It is Ordered, That (befidea general 
ſtock of guns, powder, ſhot, match, &c. provided and kept in 
ſtore by each plantation in this Juriſdi&ion, according to for 
mrr agreements ofthe Commiſhoners for the united Colonies, 
and Orders of this Court, which they arc hereby required to 


keep 
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keop continually ful, and in a conſtant readinefs for ſervice, 
upon all occalions,and by their Deputies to make a true Certi- 
ficate thereofyearly to the General Court) every Male within 
this from fixteen, to ſixty years of Age, (riot 
freed by publick allowance,)) ſhal be ,' and from time to time 
continue wel furniſhed with aritis, and all other ſuitable pro- 
vition; namely a gore ſerviceable gun, ſuch as ſhal be ordered 
by the Court, and allowed by the Military Officers, to be kept” 
in a conſtant fitneſs in all Reſpetts for ſervice, with a fir, and 
ſufficient Reſt, a good ſword,bandaJcers,or horne, a worme, a 
ſcourer, a priming wire, ſhot bage, charger, and whatſocver 
elſe is neceſlary for ſuch ſervice,with'a pound of good powder, 


four pounds of piſtoF bullets , or four aritl twerity bullets fitted' 


for the gun, four Faddom o f ſerviceable match , for a match 


lock gun, five or {ix good flints fitted for every firelock gunn,: 


under the penalty of ten ſhillings for any defe&; and the mili- 
tary Officers are hereby required to give or ſend in an account 
yearly in May, from each Plantation, to the general Court , or 


Court of Magiſtrates, how tlie Inhabitants are furniſhed, and 


provided. 

That in each Plantation within'this Juriſdi&ion,according 
to the number of Soldiers, in their Trained band, and as they 
are furniſhed with able men for ſuch a ſervice,and truſt, mili- 
tary Officers as need requireth ſhal from time to time be cho: 
ſer, And all the Freemen in each Plantation , ſhal have their 
Voteg in the nomination, and choiceof them ; Provided 
that none but Freemen be choſen, And that every Cap- 


taine, and chiefe Officer . choſen in any of the Plan» 


tations, for the military affaires, ſhal' from time to time 
be propounded to the next General' Court, after he is 
chofen for approbation, and confirmation. And if the 


Judg: 5. 9. 


I Sam: 13. 19, 
$3, 
Luk: 22, 36- 


faid Court, have any: juſt Exception, againſt any ſo pros 
pounded , The Freemen*thall proceed to a new choice, - 


That the Juriſdi&ion may be furniſhed with ſuch: Ofi- 
cers, as in whom they may ſatisfyingly confide. 


That 


Gm: T4. I4, 

2 Chro:12.93 
2 Chro. 17.18 
2 Sam: I. 18. 
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That incach plantation,the Captain, or chiefmilitary Offi« 
cer ſhal once in each quarter ofa year at lzaſt,but oftner if there 
be cauſe, order, or take a ftri& view,how every Male,from ix, 
teen to ſixty years of Age,is furniſhed with arms, and proviſi- 
ons,according, to,the formep dire&ions, and where. any are 
found faulty, the Clark or ſome other Officer ſhal duly preſent 


their names,with-each defe& to the next plantation Court, or 


to ſich Officer (wher2.there is no. Court) who hath a truſt in 
civil affairs, that the Fines and. penaltics: may from time to 
timebe duly leavied. And if this view of arms, &c. ſhal at any 
time be negle&ed, or the defefts not duly: preſented ; the Cap- 
rain or chief military Officer, or the othcr Officers ordered to 


take this view,or the Clark,or Officer appointed to preſent,e+e. 


ſhal pay forty ſhillings each quarter, when this ſervice, or any 
part dr Pd od rhe fault upon examination ſhal joyntly 
or feyerally be juſtly charged. i, 

There ſhal be in each Plantation within this Juriſdi&ion, 
every year atleaſt fix Training daies, ordaies ot publick mi- 
litary exerciſe toteachand inſiratall the Mals,above ſixteen 
Yes of age,(who are not freed from that ſervice) in thecom- 
Ly handling,and ready uſe of their arms, in all poſtures of war, 
tounderftand and attend all words of command ; And further, 
tO fit all ſach as are in ſome meaſure inſtructed for all milita- 
ry ſervice, againſt there be occaſion , under rhe penalty of 
forty ſhillings , to be leaviedof the military Officers, as the 
Court upon examination ſhal find them more or lefſe: faulty, 
and with Reſpe& to their places, the greater Truſt paying the 

cater Fine for negle& ; which dayes of Training ſhall be 

ome of them in the Spring of the year, before harveſt, and 
ſome in the latter end of the ſummer, before] winter, as may 
beſt ſuit each Plantation, but at no time any two of -theſe tray- 
nings ſhal be within fourteen dayes- one; of another« And it 
is further Ordered, That on every ſuch Training day,the Cap- 
tain, or chief Military Officer preſent, cauſe the Names of all 
the Soldiers to be read, at leaſt in the ferenoone, but in the 
afternoon alſo if he ſee cauſe. And whoſoever in any Training 
day, ſhal be totally abſent, ſhallpay five ſhillings for every 
ſuch default, whoſoever ſhal at any timeof the day withdraw 
hiniſelf fromthe ſervice, without leave from the chiet Military 
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Officer preſent, he ſhal pay citheras for total abſence, or 
a greater or leſſe Fine, as the offence conſidered in all circum- 
ſtances may require; And whoſoever ſhal come late » ſhalpay 
for each ſuch default one ſhilling; and for any-ather diſorderly 
offenſive carrlage, according w the nature and 'mekfure of it. 
This Court exp2Ring from each Plantation, 'thatthey ſuffer 
not men to negle&, or grow llightin a ſervice-of fach ime 
rt. 548 
That a fourth part of the Trainedjband in every Plantation 
ſhal in their courſe, asthe military Officers -fhal' order ,- come 
conſtantly tothe publick worſhips of Gott every Lords day,And 
(ach as cati come) on Lefure dayes, to beat the” meeung- 
houſczat lateſt, before the ſecond Drum hath left beating, witty 
their arms compleat, their guns ready charged , rheir match 
forth:ir match-locks, and flints ready fitted to their fire-lock 
ms, with Shott.and powder forat'teaft five Shot, beſide the 
arge in their guiis, under the penalty of: two killings Fine, 
for every perſon negligent,or defe&ive in'Furnijture, and for 
Late coming dnt Shilling, The ſerikinal alſogandthey that walk 
the Round ſhal have rheir tijarches liphted, *duringrhe time of 
their miecting,if rhey aſcrheir matchlotks, and hal dilipently 
and dergry's attendtheir, duty undet fach fiircher penalty as 
the breach of (ach a truſt-may require. 
' That a ftri&t watch be conſtamly kept in the night, in all 
the Plantations within this/Jurifdiftioh, according yo all tach Nehem: 4. 16, 
Orders,as (hal from time to time be made, {either Ip Gene. $9 the ca6, 
ral Court,or by Plantation Conrts, or Officers intruſted for Ci- 
vil affairs,where there is no Court; And that both for number 
of Watchmenzin cach plantation, theriye of ſetting or begin- 
ning the Watch every night, tacir rifing, andTravingit in the 
morning,and all other carriage, and dutiesin man ENS this 
traſt;they duly attend and obſerve all direftions given, And 
it is left to the care and conſideration of the Governor, Magi- 
ftratez, Officers, or any of them, as the caſe . may, require, to 
double, or further to increaſe the watch by,ni ght, in times of 
danger , and to appoint ſome competent number of men to | 
ward or walk by day,with their armes, in, or about the plan» 
tation, as may beſt tend to the publick ſafety; And if any watch 
man, or Warder do-at any time negle&his' duty, cither in co- 
ming 


Ter: 6.8, 
ſer: 22.15,16, 
17. 

ETzek? 22, 29, 
Hoſea 12. 7» 


thechief bo ary 
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Ing too late to the ſervice,or departing too '!ſoon from it, not 


coming compleatly furniſhed with Arms, according to order, 


Or any other way neg]eAing duty,or falhfying his traſt, he {hal 


.Pay ſuch Fine, or receive ſuch puniſhment as his negle& or 
_unfaithfilaefſedeſerves, that both himſelfe niay te warned, 
and others may ſcare to be ſlight, or falſe in a matter of ſuch 
.concernment, 


But upon conſideration of publick ſeryice, and other du:re- 


Lg ordered, That all Magiſtrates within this Juriſdi&i- 
.Gion, and teaching Elders, ſhal at all times hereafter,be freed, 
-not onely in their perſons, but each of them,ſhal have ane ſon, 


or ſervant]by verrue of his place or officefreed from all watch- 
ing, warding, & training. And it is further ordered, That all 
ruling Elders,Deputies for Courts intruſted for Judicature,all 
itary.Officers, as Captains, Liefteants , and En- 
fignes, the Juriſdi&ion Treaſurer, Deacons and all Phyfitians, 
Schoolmafters& Surgeons a\lowed by authority in*any.of theſe 


Plantationg,all Mafters of ſhips and other veſſels, above 15 tun, 


all publickMillergconftantiy imploy=d,with others for the pre- 


ſent diſcharged for perſonal weakneſs & infirmity, ſhalin-their 
.own perſons in time of peace and ſafety, be freed from the ſaid 


ſervices; And thar all other Scamen and ſhip Carpenters, and 
ſuch as hold Farws,above two miles from any of the Plantati- 
.ons,train onely twice a yearczat ſuch times as ſhal be&ordered, 
either by. the. authority, or or by the Military Officers 
of the Plantation. ' Bat all perſons freed and exempted 
from the reſpe&ive ſervices, as before, ſhall yet in all reſpeRts, 
provide, keep,and maintain in a conſtant readineſſe, complear 
Arms, and all other military proviſions as other men , Magi- 
ftrates and teaching Elders excepted,who yet ſhal be conſtantly 
furniſhed for all ſuch ſons and ſervants as ar2 hereby freed from 
the forementioned ſervices 
Minifters maintenence, ſee Eccleſiaſtical provifions. 
Oppreſſion. 

To prevent, or fuppreſs much 1in againſt God,and nuch da- 
mage to men, which doth,and may grow by ſuch as take liber- 
ty to oppreſs,and wrong others, by taking exceſſive wages for 
work, or unreaſonable priſes for commodities : It is Ordered, 


That if any ſhal offend in cither of the ſaid caſ:s , upon com- 


plaint 
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plaint and proof, every ſach perſon ſ{h3l be puniſhed by Fine, 
- or impriſonment, accordingto the quality and meaſure of the 
- offence,as the Court ſhal judge meet. 
| Plantations. 
Whereas the Freemen of every Town,or plantation,within 
this Juriſdifion , have in ſundry particulars liberty to make. 
. Orders among themiſelves,as about Fencing their Land, orde- 
ring or keeping their Cattel,- or Swine, &c. as may beſt ſuite 
with their own conveniency; It is by this Court Ordered, 
That if any greater cattel,of what ſort ſoeyer, or Swine, be- 
longing to one plantation, be found either unmarked, or pro 
ved t9 have done:Freſpaſs, or both, within the limits of ano- 
ther plantation; The damage being duly Rated, the Owners 
of ſuch Cattel,or Swine,ſhal from time to time,pay all Fines 
and damages, accordingto the juſt agreements , and Orders, 
made by the Plantation,where the Treſpaſs is done; provided 
that theOQrders be ſuch,and no other,then what they makxe,and 
executeupon themſelves,in like caſes. 
Pound, Pound breach. 


For prevention, or due recompence ot damages in Corne+ 


fields, orother © done by cattel, or ſwine; It is Qedered, 
Thatthere ſha 


be one ſufficient pound, or more, made, and 
maintained in every Plantation within this Juriſdi&ion , for 
the impounding ot ſuch Cattel, or Swine, as ſhal be found in 
-any corne-field, other incloſure, or place prohibitzd,til it may 
appear,wnere the fault,and damage ought to be charged. And 
who {o impounds any cattel, or ſwinz,ſhal give preſent notice 
to the owner, if he be known, otherwiſe they ſhal be cryed zt 
the two next LeCtures, or moſt publick meetings, but it yet the 
owner be not found; Then fine, and damages to/be recovered, 
as in the Order about catte);&c.And it any of them eſcape out 
ofthe pound; The owners, it known, ſhal pay all juſt damages 
and charges. 


But if any perfon,or perſons ſhal re{iſt,or Reſcue any cattel 

or ſ{winegoing , or driven toward the pound, cr ſhal by any 

way, Or nxeanes,gct,or convey any ſuch out of the pound,with- 

out due order from lawful authority, ſetled by this court , he 

or they, ſhal pay for ſuch Reſcue, or diſorder, forty ſhillings, 

and-in caſe of poand breach tive pounds, befide juſt damages 
] 


to 
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0 the party wronged. And if in the Reſcue,any body hare 
xe done toany perſon, he, or they,may have remedy from the 
Reſcuer,or Reſcuers; And If any ſuch miſcarriagebe commit- 
ted by any not able, or refuſing|to anſiver the forfeiture & da» 
mage,every ſuch perſon ſhal ſuſtain ſuch bodily panifhment, 
as the Court ſhal judge meet;and ſhal anſwer all damage tothe 
party by Sezrvice,if eſtate cannot be found, as In the caſe of o- 
ther juſt debts;and if it appear there were any procurer,or abet. 
tor of any the former offences, every ſuch perſon ſhal be liable 
ro forfeiture, dammage , orpunithment, as if himſelte had 
done it. 
Prophanation of the Lords Day. | 
Whoſoever ſhal prophiane the Lords day,or any part of it, ei- 


_ therby ſinful ſervile work, or by unlawful ſport', Recreation, 


Againſt the 3 
| Commande- 
' ment, 


or otherwiſe, whether wilfally, or'in a careleſs negle&, ſhal be 
duly puniſhed by fine, impriſonment, or corporally according 
to the nature, and meaſure of the finn, and offence. But if the 
Court upon examination,by clear,and ſatisfying evidence find 
Thar the fin was proudly,preſumptuouſly, & with a high hand 
:ommitred againſt the known command and authority of the 
alefſed God, ſuch a perſon therein deſpiſing and reproaching 
the Lord, thal be put to death;, That all others may feare and 
ſhun 74 provoking Rebellious courſes; Numb:'15. from 30.to 
:36 Verle. 
F Prophane ſwearing, or curfing. 
If any perſon within this Juriſdi&ion,ſhal (year raſhly and 
vainly,either by the holy name of God,or any other Oath, or 


T ſha] ſrom diſtempered paſſion; or otherwiſe curſe another, he 


ſhal forfeittothe Plantation wherz he ſo offends , for the firſt, 


| Þ{:109,17, 38- offence 10 s.And if after ſuch conviRtion;he oftend the2d.time, 


| Eſe 23+ to, 
| Koſi 4. $2: 


he ſhalpay for that 2-offence 205. & it ſhalbein thepower of 
any. Magittrate alone, or where there 18no Magiſtrate, oft any 
conſtable, or Deputy of a particular court,calling into him one 
or two of the Freemen, to warne, orcal ſuch a perſon .before 
him, and upon ſufficient proof, to paſs ſentence, and leavy the 
ſaid penalties, according to theuſualorder of Juſtice in this 
Juriſdi&ion. But if any ſuch perſon benot able, or utterly re- 
fuſe to pay the forementioned fines, or any of them,he ſhal in 


 fuch cale,be committed tothe ſtocks, and for the firſt offence, 


ſhal 
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ſhal continue there,betwixt one and two hours; For the ſecon 


offence, betwixt three and four hours, But if the faid- perſon, 
notwithſtanding ſuch former proceedings, ſhal offend the 


third time, by fach ſwearing, or curling, he ſhal be whipped, 
for his incorrigible prophaneneſs. But if ſwearing and cur- 
ſing go both together,or be accompanied with other finful ag- 
gravations, ſuch miſcarriages ſhal be puniſhed with a higher 
Fine,or corporally with due ſeverity, as the Court ſhal judge 
meet. | 

Rates, Fines &c. 

Whereas much inconvenience may ariſe by the negle& of 
Officers in colle&ing,and fangage, paying in,all ſuchRates, 
Fines,and Debtz;as from time to time, grow due tothe Juri(- 
di&ion Treaſury; It is Ordered, That in each plantation, 
where the Officer,or ColleQor,dothnot at the time appointed 
for the payment of all ſuch Rates,and fines,or at furtheſt with- 
in one moneth after (though his Office within, or after that 
month,be expired.) And that by diſtreſs, whereunto he is here 
_ by inabled,when a milder courſe wil not ſerve,gather,and re- 
ceive them, in ſome ſuch Pays as this court hath appointed, 
and preſently without delay, pay them in, as each plantation 
hath, or ſhal Order. That the Juriſdi&ion Treaſurer may be 
dily furniſhed for the publick occaſions. That then the parti- 


caler Court,or Conſtable, in each ſuch plantation, cauſe the: 
ſfaidRates;and Fines to be leavied by diftreſs,out of the proper. 


eſtate of ſuch remiſs colleCor,or officer, to prevent further in- 


convenience, and diſturbance to the plantation. But if any 


ſuch officer,or colle&or,be removed out of the Juri{di&ion,or 
if any of the planters be dead,removed, or grown inſolvent, 
or it by any other meanes, The ful payment of the Rates, and 
fines be hindred, The preſentAuthority in any ſuch plantation 
by a due aſſefſemert,are to leavy, and gather the ſame, of the 
preſent planters,and without delay,to pay it into the Juritdi- 
Fon Treaſurer; otherwiſe the cattel, or other goods, of any 
planter, or planters,fare to be ſeized by the Martha] , or other 
officer, with, or without aſſiſtants, as in the Law for publick 
charges is expreſt, 


{ 4 - Records 
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Records. 
It is ordered, That all Parents, Maſters, Houſe-keepers,and o- - 
thers, who haveeither children,ſervants,ſojourners,or lodgers 
in the houſe,or dwelling with them,ſhal bring in to theSecreta 
ry of the Plantation,where he lives,or to ſuchother Officer in 
each plantation, asſhal be thereunto 4 5b yoga the names of 
{uch perſons belonging,or any way reterring tothem , or any 
ofthem as ſhal either be born, or dye, with the reſpeAivetime 
of each ſuch birth, or death. And alſo that every new married - 
man (if married within this Juriſdi&ion) ſhal bring in the 
certificate thereof, under rhe hand of the Magiſtrate or Officer 
that married him,with the time vyhen, to be recorded firſt by 
the Officer ofthe Plantation; where-he was married ; bus if 
rarried in another Juriidi&ion, though at prefent. or after he - 
come to bean Inhabitant in this, then torecord the marriage 
where heliveth; and to.pay for every Record, whether birth, . 
death, cr marrtage, three pence , whereof two pence for each 
ſuch Record , ſhal be tothe Officer in each Plantarion, who - 
ſhal both Record in the Plantation*book, & yearly deliver or 
{end a tranſcript of every birth, death, or marriage, with a pe- 
ny for cach,to the Secretary for the general Court : And what 
perſon ſoever (to whom it doth belong.) ſhal negle& to bring 
in a note, or certificatezas aforeſaid, together with three pence 
for each Record tothe ſaid plantation-officer, more then one 
month, after each birth, death, or marriage, heſhal pay for 
each fix pence to the ſaid Ofhcer; if he negle& two months, he 
ſhall pay twelve aug ; If three moneths, five ſhillings, 
which Forfeits ſhal go, two third parts to the Plantation-ofh: « 
cer,the reſttothe JuriſdiRion-officer. And if the Plantation- 
officer ſhal either negle& to Record, or to deliver over the + 
tranſcripts,as before; or if the Secretary for the general Court, 
{hal negle@ to record them,cach Officer for every ſuch negle& - 
fhal pay to the Jurikdiftion-Treaſurer tenſhillings. 
It is further ordered and declared , That every man ſhal 
haveliberty to record in the publick Regiſter of any Court, a» 
ny teitimony given upon Oath, in the ſame Court, or betore 
two Magiſtrates, or any Deed, or Evid :nce, legally confirmed, 
thereto remain 77 $5] nag re: memoriam;and that every inha» - 
bitant inthis Juriſdidtion, ſhal have free liberty toſcarch, and 


view - 


view any ſuch publick Records,or Regiſters,& to have a copie 
thereof,written, examined,& ſigned by the Secretary,or officer 
of the ſaid Courtypaying the due charge or f$es therfore.Alſo ee 
very trial betwixt party and party, & proceedings againſt De- 
linquents in criminal cauſes, ſhal be briefly and diſtinfily re- 


corded,the better to prevent after miſtakes , and other incon- 


Veniences. Fe 
Replevin. | 
It is Ordered, and declared, That every man ſhal have li- 
berty to Replevy his cattel, or goods, impounded, diftreined, 


or ſeized, unleſs it be upon execution after Judgment, or for- 


payment of Rates or Fines; provided: he put in good ſecurity 
to proſecute the Replevin, and to ſatishe ſuch damage and 
charge,as his adverſary ſhal recover againſt him in Law. 
Sabbath, ſee prophanation of the Lords day. 
Seamen, Oc. | 


It is Ordered, That if any Szaman, Marriner;Mafter of ſhip, | 
or Veſſel, or other perſon, ſhal receive into any ſhip, pinnace, 
Bate, Cannooe , or otherVeſſe] by what name ſoeyerccalled, | 


and ſhal carry ayway;or ſuffer to take,or have paſſage, out of a- 


ny harbor, or plantation, within this Juriſdiction, any child, - 
ſcrvant,or other perſon, whether Male, or Female, whom he 
knoweth to ſtand inrelation,or under the charge and govern. 
ment of another,and fo notat his, or her own preſent diſpoſe, 


or any Debtor, Delinquent, or Offender , whom he knowth; 


orhath heard to be under, orliable to any ingagement , cen- 


ſure, or puniſhment, ro, or from any particular perſon, or the 


authority of this Juriſdiftion,or any plantation therein with- 


out expreſs,and written licenſe, from ſome Magiſtrate, dwel- 
ling in that plantation, or fromgthe Conſtable,or Deputies in- 
waſted for civil affairs, where there is no Magiftrate, or at leaſt 
from the maſter,o: governor of the Family, who hath the truit 
or power,where there is noother ingagement or guilt. He ſhal 
be liable(if known and apprehended in any part, of this Ju- 
rifdi&ion) to ſatisfic,and pay all ſuch debts and ingagements 
as any ſuch perſon oweth,oc onghtto fatisfie, and to pay ſuch 
damage or fine to the perſon or perſons wronged, or to the 


Plantation,or JuriſJi&ion,as the Court confidering the caſe, - 


with the circumftances,ſhal judge meet. 


Setences © 
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Sextences of Fudgement. 

1tis Ordered, Thar all ſentences of Judgement,upon crimi- 
nal cauſes,ſhal be executed upon the Offenders, in the preſence 
of the Magiſtrates,or one of them at leaſt; Deut: 25. 2. of ſome 
other officer-inthe abſence of the Magiſtrate. 

Servants ſee Maſters. 
Shoomakers ſee Leather. 
Single-perſons. 

To prevent, or ſuppreſs inconvenience, and diſorder in the 
courſe and carriageof ſundry ſmgle perſons , who live not-in 
ſcrvice, nor in any Family Relation, anſwering-the mind of 

God in the fift Commandement:.It is Ordered, That no ſingle 

perſon of either Sex,do henceforward board, diet, or Sojourn 
_ orbepermitted ſo to do, orto have lodging; or houſeroom 
within any ofthe Plantations of this Jurt{di&ion,burt either in 
ſome allowed Relation, or in ſome approved Family licenſed 
thereunto, by the court,or by a Magiſtrate, or ſome Officer, or 
Officers in that Plantat ion, appointed thereunto , where there 
-4sno Magiſtrate; The Governor of which Family, ſo licerſed, 
ſhal as he may conveniently , duly obſervethe courſe, carri- 
age,and behaviour,of every ſuch fingle perſon, whether he, or 
ſhe walk diligently ina conſtant lawful imployment,attending 
both Family duties,and the publick worſhip of God, and kee- 
ping goodorder day and night, or otherwiſe. Andfſhal then 
complaine of any ſich diforder, That every ſuch fingle perſon 
maybequeſtioned, and puniſhed, if the caſerequire it. And 
if any ſingle perſon ſhal dyet,or lodge, or if any houſe-keeper 
ſhal admit,or cntertaineany ſuch, contrary to the true mean 
ing aſ'this Order; or if any Licenſed to receive ſuch, (hal neg- 
le&to complain of any diſorder obſerved, all, andevery ſuch 
perſons,ſhal pay ſuch fine,as the court, or authority appointed 
for the place, ſhal judge meet. | 

; Sojourners, ſee ſtrangers. 
Strayes. 

Tt is Ordered, That whoſoever ſhal take up, -or detain any 
ſtray beaſtzor ſwine,or find any loſt goods; he fhal within fix 
daies,give notice thereof to the Marſhal, cryer, or other officer 
appointed for ſuch ſervice, by the plantation to which he be- 
longs,who ſhal enter,or cauſe the ſame to be entred in a Book; ' 
And take Order, That it be duly crycd,on their 3 Ts 
| ayes f 
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dayes,or upon 3-ſeveral dayes of the Towns moſt generalmz& 
ting,which the time wil afford;And if the value exceed twen= 
ty ſhillings, he ſhal cauſe the like pablication to be made, at. 
the publick meetingg,of the twonext Towns, That the owter 
may the better hear of, & recover what belongeth to him. And 
further, in the caſe ofa ſtray beaſt, he ſhal within on? moneth 
after ſuch finding, put, and indeavour from time to time, to 
keepa with,or wreath about the neck of itz And within three 
months at furtheſt, (if the Owner in that time appearnot) he 
ſhal acquaint the next Magiſtrate with the ſtray taken up, or 

oods found, and his due proceedings about them , that the 

ame may be appriſed by ſuch indifferent men as the ſaid Ma« 
giſtcate ſhalnominate,8& appoint. And ſhal within fix dayes at- 
ter that,cauſe the appriſement to be duly Recorded, by the Se- | 
cretary of the Plantation-Court,or Conſtable,or otlier Officer 
there intrufted for publick affairs, with the colour,age, naturak 
or artificial markes, or ſuch other deſcription,as beſt ſuits the 
ſtray,or goods, ſotaken up,or found. And if the owner,of any 
ſuch ſtray appeare within one.yeare after ſuch-publication, he 
(hal have Reſtitution in kind, if with ſafety, and conveniency 
It might be ſo long kept, paying all-juſt darnages, and charges, 
to the finder,and Officers, nay it he appear within three years, 
after the ſtray was firſt taken up(paying as betorzJhe ſhal have 
the ful vaſue (according to the fore-mentioned appriſement) 
reſtored, But if the owner ſhal be,. and continu2 ſonegligent 
that neither in the firſt, ſecond, nor third year, he improve the 
means preſcribed;to aſſert,and clear his title; The ſaid Reg 
loſt goods ,(to prevent contention, and inconvenience which 
may after grow ){hal be in-rf erence to the firſt Owner by ſen- 
tence of the Plantation-Curc loſt, and forfeited; Andthe ful 
value, all damages, and charges to finder, Officers, or others, 
being firſt dedu&ed (wherein if there be any queſtion, The 
Court,or ſome indifferently choſen if there beno court in that 
Plantation, ſhal conſider and determine) ſhal be equally divi- 
ded, one half to thePlantation,and the other half torkefinder. 
Bat if the aid finder ſhal omit, or negle& his duty, or anypart 
of it, according to the former dire&ions, He ſhal pay ſuch 

mage to the owner, and ſuch fine to the plantation, as the 
Court upon- conſideration of the miſcarriage ſhaljudge _ 

| V8 I 
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if he proceed further, to ſel, kil, or any way forhis own ad- 


vantage diſpoſe, or alienate the property of any ſuch ftray, 


without attending the ſaid direftions,heſhal upon propfe,pay 
double the value, either to the owner , if he may be found, or 
to the Plantation to which the finder belongs; Prec 'ided alfo 


that if theowner or other perſon, ſhal injuriouſly,without or- 


der from Authority,or conſent of the finder,take off ſuch with 
or wreath,or takeaway ſuch ſtray (afterſuch with or wreath, 


to his Knowledg hath been put on) betore he haveclzared his 
Iintereſt,and given ſatisfation for damages, or charges expen- 


ded,he ſhal forfeit the ful value ofthe Stray,appriſed as before, 


10 theuſe of the finder. 


Strangers, ſee Courts. 


e Strangers VN: 
Tf any ftranger,orperſon of another Nation,complain of in- 


Jury received from any within this Juriſdi&ion: It is Ordered, 


:Exod? 22,21, 
23: 9: 


that due ſearch and inquiry be made concerning the ſame;thax 
Juſtice may have a free paſſage ; And that the ſtranger ( if 
wronged )may receive due ſatisfaction, either out of the eſtate 
of the Offender,or by his corporal puniſhment,as the caſe may 
require,and according:to Matt: 7. 12. 
Strangers, Sojourners, and Servants. 
To prevent ſundry inconveniences which may grow to this 


Juriſdiion,& thePlantations thereof, by the inconfiderate,8 
diſorderly receiving&entertaining of ftrangets,or others. to be 


Planters,or Sojournersin any part of tnisColony;lIt isOrdered 
That henceforwardgno perſon receive,or entertain any man,or 


Woman,of what age or quality ſoever,coming or reforting et- 
ther from forraign parts, or from other Juriſdi&ions, or Plan- 
tations, into any Plantation, or Farme houſe, or habitation 
within the bounds,or limits of any Plantation'within this Jus 


riſdi&ion,to ſettle as a planter,or ſojorner,nor ſe}, give,nor a- 
ny way alienate,or paſs over,leaſe,orlet any houſe,or houſ-lot, 
or any part or parcel of any of chem, or any Land , of what 
kind or quality ſozver, nor ſhal permit any ſuch to ftay,or a- 
bide above one moneth, without a Licenſe fronyand wider the 


hand of ſome Magiſtrate dwelling in that plantation,or with- 


out the conſent, and expreſs Order of .the major part of the 


 Freemen of ftch Plantation where rhere is no Magiſtrate, or 


without 


a 
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without the c onſent,and order of the greater part of the Inha* 
biratits,where ther2i3 nzither Church nor Frzemen, under the 
penalty of ten Pins to be "ac asaFineto the Plantation, 
where? this Order is violated. Yet if any ſuch violation or 
off-nce be made,or committzd,only by error, or miſtake, and 
with ſmal or no inconvenience to the Plantation,or Juriſdi&i- 
on; The fine;or penalty,may be moderated, as the Plantation= 
Court, or Court of Magiſtrates, ſhal ſee cauſe. Provided that 
this Order is neither intended, nor reacheth to Travellers, nor 
ſuch as reſort hithzr in a way of Merchandifſe,or trade, nor to 
the entertainment of Friends,who in a way of love come only 
to viſje, and walk inoffenfively, nor to ſervants received, and 
entertained upon Family ReſpeQs, In all which caſes,as every 
perticuler perſon conſiders his own conveniency in receiving 
& entertaining;fo the Court of Magiſtrates,or Plantation Court 
wil conſider how far they may juſtly free the Juriſdi&ion, or 
plantation,from inconvenience and charge. But it is by this 
Court Ordered, That it any ſervant fal ſick, or any way diſ- 
eaſed,or diſtempered,during the time of Service by Covenant 
or Agreement; The Governor of ſuch ſervant,whil: that tearm 
laeth,ſhal provide what is necefſary,without putting any bur- 
den,or charge upon the Plantation,or Juriſdition:And if ſuch 
hurt camz, or were brought upon ſuch ſervant by the cruelty, 
or miſcarriage of the Family governor; ſuch Governor ſhal al- 

'. lowrecompence or maintenance, after the time of Relation is 
expiredzas the Plantation Court ſhal judge meet.But if the hurt 
came by any providence of God,without the default of the ta» 
mily governor; The Plantation fhal diſpoſe, or provide for 
{ach ſervant, after his,or her time of ſervice is expired, as the 
cal: may require. ' 

And to prevent differnce or queſtions which may ariſe,zand 
grow within this Juriſdiction : It is agreed, and Ordered, 
That if any perſon Male,or Femal ,:1der, or younger,whether 
with,or without licenſe, ſhal herzaftzr Sojourn?, or have con- 
ſtant dwelling, or abode, within the limits of any Plantation 
in t11s Juriſdiction,for and during rh2 tearm, or tims of on? 
whole year,every ſuch perion ſhal to all purpoſes (inrefzrn:e 
to any plantation within this Juriſditiou, but no further ) be 
accounted an Inhabitant there , and ſhal not be ſent back , or 
returaed(unle{sto ſome percicular perfon ſtanding, and conti- 
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nlintinr2lation t) r2cetv:, and provide as tne cale may rz* 
quir2) nor ſhalth: Ja iſdiXion, or any other Plantation in it 
be liable to an 7 chargz,or burden,in reterence to any ſuch per- 
ſon,t1oazh he,or ſh2,h1th dwelt elſe where in the Juriſdigi- 


on before. Stripes. 


Prov: 19. 29, Stripes,or-whippinz, is a corr<Ctian fit,and proper in ſome ca* 


ſes,whece the offence 1s accompanied with childiſh, or bratiſh - 
fclly,with rude filthin2[s,or with ſtubborn inſol:ncy,wirh beſt- 
ly cruelty,or with idle vagrancy,or for faults of liz e nature.But . 
when ſtripes are due : Itis Ordered , That not above forty 
ſtrives ſhal be inflied at one time; Dent: 25-3. 
Suits Vexatious, ſee damages pretended. 
Swearing, ſee prophane ſwearing. 
Swine, ſee Cattel, and ſee Plantations. 
Thefts, ſee Burglary. 
Tre aſs, 

Iris Ordered,and Declared, That in any Treſpaſs,or damage 
don? to any man cr men,it it appeare, or can he; roved to be 
Cone, by the meer default of him , or them, upon whom the 
toffe,or damage fals; it thal be juded no Tr-{paſs, nor any Re» 
compence allowed for it. 

Watch, ſce Military affairs. 
IYeights and 'Meaſures. 

Whereas a conſiderable part of Righteouſnefle, betwecr, 
B'yer, and Seller, doth conſiſt, in known, certain, and Juſt 
Weights,and Meaſures, It.is ordered, Thar in every Plantaticn, 
within this Juri{diRion, there be ſeveral Standards, procure.) 
and tealed, that they may be uniform, and certain; v:z. tor 
weights, a ſet of Braſsweights,to 4pounds,with the leſs weights 
included, according to the Averdepois pound, confiſting of {hr = 
£2en ounces, with a good Beam, and Scales, fit totry them.An 
ſo for Corn meaſures, the Buſhel, halfe Buthz1, Peck, and halte 
Peck, to be fitted to Y/inchzſter meaſurc in England, and alik: 
in all plantations. And meaſures for liquid things, as the Alz 
quart, Win2 quart, Wine pirt, &c; Andthat there be one El, 
and one Yard. Thar all, and each way be according to the uic 
1 London, as15 generally praftiſed in theſe united Colonies. 
An: that 1n goods fold by the EII, or Yard, a I uns breadth 
be allowed to the Jength of each Ell, and Yard. In goo.!s ſold 
by the hundred weight, Ther fiveſcor2 and twelve be alowed 
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Aud in all forts of Nails fold by the bundred, fix ſcore be al- 
fowed to the hundred,according to the courſe in England. 

And that in cach Plantation within this Juriſdiction, 1 ome 
fit man, or men, be choſen and appointed,under oath to view, 
and try afl th? forem:ntioned Weights and Meaſures uſed in 
buying and ſclling, at leaſt once a year 3 but oftn2r 1t there be 
cauſe, and to fit theni to the forzmentioned Standards, and 
then to mark them, with ſome ſuch known , and approved 
mark, and to have ſuch allowznce for the ſame, as cach Plan- 
tation ſhal order, which Viewers, or Officerz, ſo ſworn, ſhal in 
each Plantation yearly, (betide extraordinary Viewers ) ap= 
point a convenient time, and place,to prove, and try, all ſuch 
Wcights,and Meaſures, & ſhal give publick,or due notice of it, 
Andiuch weights or meaſures,as cannot be kxo1ght or confor* 
med to the Standard, ſhalt be ordered, or deſtroyed, that they 
Fe no more uſed in buying or ſelling. > 

Laſtly, if any Viewer, or Officer, ſo choſen, and ſworn, do 
nzgle@ his Duty and Traſt, in any part of the Premiſes, he ſha} 
pay as a Fine tothe Plantation, fourty ſhillings. If any perſon 
within this Juriſdi&ion, after ſuch notice given , ſhal negle& 
tobring in his Weights, and Meaſures, at the time , and to the 
place appointed, he ſhal pay three ſhillings four pence, for eves 
ry ſuch default, one balfe to the viewer,or Officer, and the o- 
ther hali tothe Plantation, Bat if any perſon within this Ju- 
riſdidtion, ſhal at any time buy,or ſe),by any falſe or unalloy:. 
edW<cight, or Meaſire, to the damage of his veighbourghe ſhal 
pay (beſides Reſtitution) ſuch Fine to the Plantatio: , as the 
Court con{tdering the nature, and meaſure of the offence, {hal 
judge meet. Wills, Incenteries, audihe Eftates of ſuch 

= a6 dye antefiate. Fi 

It is ordered, That vvhcn any man dycth poſſeſſed of an E- 
ſtate within this Juriſdidiun, whether it be greater, or le{le, 
The Secretary of each: Plantation, or ſome Othcer thereunto 
appointed, ſhal enquire and call for the laſt Wil and Teſtament 
of every ſuch perion, together with a trae Inventory of all the 
£009s and eſtate of the deceaſed , within this Juriſdition, 
which vvith the firſt conveniency ſhal be juſtly prized, and the 
eſtate diſpoſed, or preſerved, as the caſc ſhal require. Butthe 
Will (ifany bemade and found) and the Inventory,ſhal be dur 
ly and reſpetively provedby oath, Fs Wil by Witneſſes, the 
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Inventory for the quantity of the goods, by Executors, A\mi - 
niftrators,or ſuch as have had the Eftate in cuſtody. And for the 
valuation by the Appriſers, who ſhal be approved and apoin- 
ted ther2u- to,by the Plantation Court, or by ſome Magittrate, 
or Authority! ther? ſetled], and ſhal be recorded by the S2- 
cretary or ſome other Officer in all the particulars, ard ſo kept 
among the Plantation Records, and after preſented to the 
n2xt Court of Magiſtrates, or at the furt'1eſt to the next Court 
but ene; after the party deceafed , under ſuch penalty as the 
Court ſhal judge mzt, and delivered to ih: Secrtary for the 
Juriſdi&ion, who ſhal keep all original Wils and Inventories 
upon the File, and enter onely a briet abſtra& of them, among 
the Juriſdigtion. Records ; namely; the date of the Wil, the 
names of the Witneſſes, when proved, when the Inventory vvas 
taken, the perſons by vvhom the eſtate was priſed, vvith the 
ſumme it amounts to, and writing upon the Wil and Invento=- 
ry, in what folio the premiſes are centred in the book of Re- 
cord. And thatſix ſhillings be paid for every ſuch Wil and In- 
yentory. But in Plantations where there is no- Court, the Ju- 
riſ{di&ion Secretary ſhal at each generall Court , call to the 
Deputies for ſuch Wils,& Inventories, which are to be brought 
in, and entred at large, in a book of Records kept by the Court 
of Magiſtrates for that purpoſe, and the Originals kept on the 
file, as before expreſſed. And in ſuch caſes the Juri{dition 
Secretary to receive the Fees due both to himſelfe and the 
Plantation Secretary. And when either the Wile, or Invento- 
ries, or both, are large ,and require nc" writing, the Court 
of Magiſtrates, or Plantation Court Bay enlarge the Secreta- 
ries Fees.. But if through the unskilfulnefſe, or inadvertency 
| of any perſon, any Wil, or Wils, made or Ieft,want due Form, 
or cannot be legally proved , in ſuch caſe,the Court following 
as neer as they rationally may,the ſcope, and aim of the Te- 
ſtator, the Executor, or Adminiſtrator, before any of themin- 
termeddle, or have any power of ſach an Eſtate , ſhal (if the 
Court ſee cauſe) putin ſufficient ſecurity, which ſhall ſtand in 
forcethree years from the date , to deliver back the value of 
the whole Eftztz, or ſuch part of it, as the Court ſhal finde juſt 
cauſe,otherwiſe to diſpoſe of. 
But if no Wil be found, then the Court of Magiſtrates, or 
Plantation Court , ſhal conſider, who hath the next right of 
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AIminiſtration anJ when any ſuch doth adminiſter,he, ſh:,or 
they, ſhal give ſuch Bond,or Security, as the Court confidering 
the valueof the Eſtate with ſuch queſtions as arelike to ariſe, 
ſhal judge mzet;to bring ina tru? Inventory, within a convent- 
enttim? limited, and to dwpoſe of the whole eſtate, as the 
Court according tothe Laws here ſetled,ſhallſee cauſe toorder. 
And concerning ſuch as dye here inteſtate,ft is Ordered, That 
the trac eſtate, all juſt debts being paid,8& all neceflary expences 
diſoharged;ſuch as about theFuneral of the deceaf:d,prifing the 
goods,bringingin the Inventory, immediate & reaſonable char- 
s ofHouſckceping,til things (without unneceſſarydelay) may 
be ſerled,ſhal be divided and alotted as followeth;Namely,one 
34. part at leaſt,to the Widow of the deceaſed,if heleave a Wi- 
dow. And if there be children left, notor not duly provided 
for, two third parts at moſt to them, with due reſpe& to the 
eld; Son, who is to have a double childs portion,of the whole Put? 21: 17, 
Eſtate, Real, and Perſonal], unlefſe the general Court, upon juſt 
caute, and grounds, ſhal judge otherwiſe, either for fividing 
the Eſtate, or for the portion of the firt born. But in caſe the 
Inteſtate Ieave his wite (who hath well deſerved of kim whil: 
he lived) and but one Child, one third part of the Eſtate, (hal 
as before, go to the Widow,and one third part to the Child ; Ab 
but the other third part ſhal be divided by the Plantation 
Court as they ſee cauſe, betwixt the Widow and the Child, 
reſerving liberty for an Appeal, either to the Court of Magi- 
ſtrates, or to the general Court, as in other caſes. 
Wine. See Impoſt. 
Witneſſes, 
That Juſtice may have the more free paſſage; It is ordered; 
That any one Magiſtrat?, or other Officer authoriſedjby the 
general Court, may upon oath, take the teſtimony of any per- 
{on of fourteen yeares of age, araboye, being of found |under- 
ftanding,and of good Repuration,in any caſe,civil,or criminal, 
out of Court; and teſtifie the ſame, if it be defired,by his ſub- 
ſcription, for evidence in another Juriſdi&ion. But if itbe for 
this juriſdidion, the Magiſtrate, or Officer is to keep the ſame. 
in his own hands , or cuſtody, til the Court; or deliver it to 
the Secretary, or other Officerto be rzcorded, that nothing be 
altered init. And yet where any ſuch Witneſſe lives in the 
Plantation where the Court is held, or at furtheſt within ſix- 
cen 


Sm Ae rm. 


As NG 6" A | 2G 
omg ee eo Oe GO OE A 


CO ——_ — 


Pe w— 2 $196, 0 AU WE A STIs er Ft Eos nies rb EPI © ee DL, > 


a 4 
aq — van ne 


+<..0* e\.., 


(28) 
t2en mil.«0{ it, anÞi3 not difabled by fickneſſe, or other infir- 
mity; the ſaid Teſtimony ſo taken out of Court (eſpecially in 
capital cauſes) ſhal not bereceived, or made uſe of in Court, 
except it were Either at firſt, taken in the preſence of the party 


t:ſtihed againſt, or that the wituzfſe be atter preſent in Ceurt, 


to be (if there be tauſe) further examined about it. And it is 


further ordered, That any perſon ( by warrant from a Magi- 
ſtrate, or other Officer thereunto authoriſed ) ſummoned to 


appeare asawitneſle , in any civil caſe bctwixt party and par- 


Ly , ſhal not be compellable to travel to any Cort in another 
Plantation, where he is to give his teſtitmony,'. except he who 
procured the ſummons, ſhal firſt lay down, cr give him ſati{- 
tation for his travel, and expences outward and homeward, 
after the rate of two ſhillings a day,in proportion to the length 
of the way, and for ſuch time, as he ſhal neceſſarily ſpend in 
attendance about fuch caſe,at the Court or place, dne recom- 
pence ſhal be awarded by the Court, And it any witneffe ſo 
ſummoned, and after ſuch payment, or ſatisfaction, ſhal fail to 
appeare, to give his teſtimony, heſhal (upon an'aCtion of the 
caſe) beliable to pay the parties dammages. And the like ap- 
pearance (under ſuch penalties as the nature and weight of the 
caſe may require) ſhal all witneſſes (being ſo ſummoned) be 
bound to make;to give evidence in criminal cauſes, who ſhal 
alſo have due ſatisfaftion from the Treaſurer,npon notice,and 
dire&ion from the Secretary of the Court,vvhere the cauſe was 
tried. And it is further ordered, That in all ſuch cauſcs, the 
charges of the witneſſes ſhal be born by the Delinquent, and 
ſhal be added to the Fine,or cenſure.impoſed. That what the 
Treaſurer upon ſuch warrant from the Court , ſhal disburſe to 
the witnzſſes,may be duly repaid by the offender, that neither 
the uriſdiftion nor Plantation bz unneceſſarily burdeneJ. 
Wolves. 

Pon experiehce of great hurt already done by Wolves in 
U theſe parts, andupon conſideration how miſchievous the 
*ncreaſe of them may prove: It is (forthe incouragement of all 
ſach as wil ſet themſelves to kil, and deſtroy them) Ordered; 
That wholoever ſhal kil an old Wolf within rhis Juriſdition, 
nd ring his head, ſhal have for the ſame 20s. and for cach 
young Wolf ſo kild, and brought 105. And that the Indians 


have for each old Wolfes head ſo kiJd five fhillings; and for | 
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exch young on? 2 s. & 64. which ſeveral ſumms ar? to be paid 
by the Plantation, within the Linnts wherot, any ſuch Wolfe is 
kild; The tounds whereof, are the Lines betwixt each planta= 
tion;and to this purpoſe, ſo tobe accounted 12 miles up info 
the Country. 
Some preſidents, and formes of things frequently uſed. 
O (A. B.) Husbandman of (B) you are ts appeare at the next 


Court,holden at (N) 01! the day of the month next 
enſuing, to anſwer the complaint of (C: D.) for with holding a debt OE 
of due upon a Bond or Bill &c. or for ahorſe &c. ſould PIR 


you by him, or for work, or for a Treſpaſs done him, in his Corne , or 
Hay, by your Cattel, or for a defamation,or Slander.,you have raiſed, 
or brought upon bis name,or for ſtriking him, or the like. And hereof 
you may not fail at your peril. Dated the day of the 
month x 655- . 

To the Marſhal or Conſtable of (N.) or to his Deputy; you are re« 
quired to attach (when the caſe requires it) the body, an1 goed;,of 
CE: F.) and to take Bond of him, to the value of _ with An Atiach» 
ſr ffiient ſurety,or ſuretie:,for bis appearance , at tbe next Courg Ment. 
bulden at(N)) oa the aay 6* the” month, then and there 
to anſwer the complaint of (G: H.) for &c. as before. And ſo make 
a true Returae thereof under your hand. Dated the aday'&c_ 

Know all by theſe Preſeats, That we (E: F-) of (M) Huband- 
mai And (1: RK.) of the ſame Plantation Carpenter , do bind our 
ſelves, our Heires,ana Executors to ( L: M.) Marſhal, or (N:O. ) 


Conſtable of CN) aforoſaidjn — pounds, upon condition;That ge wc, 
the ſaid (FE: F.) ſhal perſonally appeare at the next Court at (N) to pearance. 5 
anſwer (G: NH.) inan Aion of  - And to abidethe Order 
of the Court therein; And not to depart without licenſe, 

To the Marſhal or Conftuble of you are required to 


Replevi two Heifers of (P: BR.) now diftreyned, ' or impounded by 
(S: Tr) Andto deliver them to the ſaid (P: R.) Provided he give. _ 
bond to the value of with ſufficient ſurety,or ſureties, to RIPIevIn 
projecute his Replevin, at the next Court holden at ('S.) And fo from 
Court to Court, til the cauſe be ended; And to pay ſuch coſts,and di> 
mages as the ſaid (S. 1 ) ſhal by lsw recover againit him; Aud ſo 
make a true Retura thereof, 1:1der your haud, Dated ec, 

Tou('S: T ) being by the providence of God, an Inhabitent with- 
7 Nwhaven 7uriſdiciion, do freely, and ſincerely ackucwledge your 
ſelf to be ſubj*} to the Goveriment thereof; And do here ſweare by 

the - 


(30) 
the great and dreadful name-of the everlaſting God, That you wil be 
true,and faithful to the ſame; And wil yeild due aſſiſtance thereun- 
to, with your perſon, and Eſtate,as in equity yin are bound;and wil 
truly indeavour to entertain and preſerve all the liberties and privi- 
ledges thereof,ſubmitting your ſelf to all the Juſt and wholſome Lays, 
and Orders, which already are, or hereafter ſhal be by luwful au- 
thority there made, and eſtabliſhed. eAndfurther that you will neiz 
ther plot, nor praiſe any evil againſt it, nor conſent to any that 
fhal ſodo, But wil fully,and timely diſcover the ſame to lawſul au- 
thority there ſetled, for the ſpeedy preventing thereof, And that you 
wil as in duty you are bouna,maintaine the honour of the ſame,and of 
all the lawful Magiſtrates thereof, promoting the publick good whil} 
3ou ſhal continue an Inhabitant there ; An4 whenſoever you ſhall be 
duly called as a free Burgeſi,according to the fundamental Order,aud 
agreement for Government in this furiſdiction, to give your Vote,or 
ſuffrage touching any matter which concerneth this Colony 5, you ſhall 
give it as in your Conſcience you ſhall judge may conduce to the beſt 
good of the ſame,without reſped of perſon, or favour ts, or from any 
man. So help you God in our Lord Jeſus Chrit, 
IFhereas you (A: B.) are Choſen to the place of Governor, within 
this Turiſdiion for the inſuing year; And til a newGovernor be chos 
ſen,and ſworn, you do bere ſwear by the great & dreadful name ofthe 
Governors the ever living God, to maintaine ( aCcording to your beit ability) 
Oath. all the lawful priviledges of this Common-wealth; according to the 
fundamental Order and agreement made for Government thereof, 
And that you wil carry and demean your ſelf for the ſaid time of your 
Goverument, According to the Laws of God,and for advancement of 
his Goſpel, The Laws of this Colony, And the good of the Inhabitants 
Fa ar ſhal do Fuitice to all without partiality, as much as in 
youlyeth. $0 belp you God,&c. 

Deputy Go- Whereas you (C: D.) are choſen tothe place of Deputy Governor 

vernor; ang © or you(E: F.) arecboſen to the place of a Magitrate &c. as in 

Magiftrates, the Governors Oath, mutatis mutandis. 


Several other Oaths are to be adminifired to other Officers,as Secretary, 
and Treaſurer for rhe Juriſdiction, Deputies fot particular Courts,Marſhal, 
Orher Officers Conſtable, Witneſſes, &c. But the ſubſtance of their Oaths is to ingage 
and Witnefles. ,hem to a faithful diſcharge of the dury of their places, and truſt, accor 
ding to rhe beſt of their ability, to preſerve the peace of the Juriſdiction, 

And to-gye ful and true evidence.jn the caſes, wherein they give tefti- 
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